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Submitted Information:

Lincoln Award of Excellence Attorney Nominee's Name
George Wood

Nominee's phone #
3098301035

Nominee's Law Firm, Company/Organization and Address
Wood, DeVary, Armstrong, Houska & Butts, P.C.
207 W. Jefferson Ste. 400
Bloomington, IL 61701

Statement in Support of Nomination 
Please accept this nomination of George Wood for the 2025 Lincoln
Award of Excellence. I have known George Wood since I was in high
school, but have had the privilege to work with him since 2015.

Throughout his career Mr. Wood has been an example of professionalism
and collegiality while providing excellent legal service to his clients. He
has a successful career as a trial attorney crossing numerous areas of the
law. While in recent years he has narrowed his focus, he has also
represented clients in family and criminal cases.

He has also provided counsel on complicated estate and trust matters. In
regards to both planning and administration.

Mr. Wood is generous, both with his time and his dollars. He would
frequently give to charitable organizations whether asked or not. He
would give his time to serve or boards or to get his hands dirty with
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community service. And he never broadcast his activities, because
recognition was not the point.

He has been a mentor to numerous members of the McLean County Bar,
myself included. He has always pushed for young lawyers, both inside
and outside his firm to be involved in their community, and to be
involved in the Bar. While setting the example for how he thought we
should conduct ourselves.

He did all this humbly, and for the right reasons. When I have tried to ask
him about organizations he previously worked for he would decline to
answer, or state he no longer remembers. Before telling me he never did
it for recognition, or to further his career. Just because someone who
makes a living from a community should give back and help that very
same community.

Individual achievements in the practice of law
For nearly thirty years Mr. Wood has advised clients involving
employment claims and labor issues, which includes employer issues at
the local, state and federal levels. 

He also assists clients with personal injury matters, represents clients in
business and commercial litigation, and represents businesses in their
transactional concerns, including formation of business entities and
maintenance of corporate entity status. 

He also represents clients in both commercial and residential real estate
transactions and litigation matters. In addition, he has expertise in the
area of landlord/tenant law and represents landlords in their business
concerns including drafting of leases, evictions and collections. Notably
providing seminars through the Chamber of Commerce during COVID to
help employers and business owners navigate the rapidly changing field
of laws and regulations.

He has been recognized as an Illinois Leading Lawyer and an Illinois
Super Lawyer.

Employment History - written or upload resume
Mr. Wood was admitted to the Bar in 1989, beginning his career with the
McLean County State's Attorney's Office.

He entered private practice, joining the firm now known as Wood,
DeVary, Armstrong, Houska & Butts, P.C. in 1996. He began serving as its
managing partner in 2008 when it was then known as Hartweg, Turner, &
Wood, P.C.

Service to the MCBA-the Community-pro bono service
George served on the Illinois State Bar Association's Committee of
Professionalism in 1989 and 1990.

He has served multiple terms on the McLean County Board of Governors,

 



including serving as the Association President from 2020-2021. He
assisted in running the McLean County Inn of Courts from 1999-2001.

Over the course of his career Mr. Wood has served on the boards for
multiple charitable organizations. Notably he has served on the board of
the Heartland Community College Foundation for years, serving as its
President from 2020-2022. Mr. Wood has also served for years on the
Board for Chestnut Health Systems. 

Mr. Wood is a long standing volunteer for American Business Clubs
(AMBUCS), assisting in their mission to provide accessibility, equipment,
and services for the disabled. He has also volunteered for 4-H and FFA.

Mr. Wood has a history of providing reduced rate services to charitable
organizations in need of legal representation.

Mr. Wood has given presentations to numerous agencies and
organizations on employment and labor issues, and landlord tenant
representation.

OPTIONAL: Your name and email.
mbutts@wdalawyers.com

 


