
 Hard work is considerably a miniscule price to pay for achieving one’s passions, 

especially when those passions circulate around helping others maintain a decent life.  As a 

surface-level introduction, I strive to help individuals who are in some way incapable of helping 

themselves.  Whether an individual is a minor and legally unable to help themselves; is a 

disabled individual and cannot help themselves; or is socioeconomically disadvantaged and 

cannot afford to help themselves—these are all communities of individuals I aspire to help.   

 Shortly before attending college, my family introduced me to the often talked about, but 

not understood, realm of the Department of Children and Family Services.  Currently, in the 

State of Illinois alone, there are just shy of 18,000 children in the foster care system.  Through 

the impact of Children’s Home and Aid in Bloomington, Illinois and my parents’ selflessness 

and willingness to foster and adopt children, I learned and experienced some of the ins and outs 

of determinations of unfitness, involuntary parental termination, foster care proceedings, and 

adoption proceedings.  Ever since this experience, which is ongoing in my personal life, topics of 

family law, and specifically the adoption sector, have been a primary focus and passion of mine, 

which eventually led to my pursuit of formal legal education.   

 Various experiences during my time earning a bachelor’s degree only furthered my 

aspirations to help others.  After several major shifts and transferring undergraduate universities, 

I landed into the study of anthropology and grew a deep love for learning about the beauties, 

realities, and struggles of different cultures around the globe.  During those four years, I also 

fulfilled internships with Julia Davis Law Firm and with the McLean County Public Defender’s 

Office, which gave me insight into two different avenues to fulfill my goals of public service.  

Lastly, during my undergraduate career, I experienced personally, and through my friends and 

classmates, the impact of sexual assault.  As an individual who used to be uncomfortable with 

the topic, and speaking of the horrific experiences, I shifted my legal aspirations include learning 

and understanding the legal implications of sexual offenses.  Further, I strived to become a 

victim advocate for those individuals whom I could relate to.   

 After beginning my legal education during a pandemic, many factors of this portion of 

my career have become integral to both my success and growth as a person.  I find grave 

importance in finding the similarities, and building bridges, between all of my core classes.  

These connections are important in being able to analyze different scenarios quickly and 

effectively.  Further, the practical experience that is available through internships, externships, 

and clinics at my school allow me to mix both academia and reality, highlighting the level of 

attention needed to succeed as an attorney.  Lastly, and arguably one of the most important 

factors of a legal education, are the networking opportunities gained from peers, professors, and 

alumni.  This network of like-minded people is crucial in someday being able to help the 

broadest range of individuals.  

 Through the experiences I have highlighted, combined with being from a rural 

community in central Illinois, I have gained a unique outlook on life that I believe allows me to 

be driven, creative, and insightful both professionally and personally.  Although I am striving to 

contribute to the southern Illinois community currently by doing pro bono work, I plan to 

contribute much more once I have completed my legal education.  Ultimately, whether full-time 

or pro bono, I plan to serve as a guardian ad litem and help as many children in the foster care 

system as possible either return home or find a loving new home.  I also plan to serve as a victim 

advocate for sexually assaulted individuals, whether in need of emotional or legal support.  

Lastly, I plan to help implement a breadth of rehabilitative services for children who have 

experienced abuse, sexual assault victims, and for prisoners who suffer mentally and physically, 



in hopes that these efforts will lower recidivism rates and ultimately create a more well-rounded 

and cohesive society.  


