MCLEAN COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA
Tuesday, June 18, 2019
Bloomington Country Club, Bloomington IL

I.
II.

Welcome and Call to Order
Memorial Resolutions
 Steve Williams – presented by Hon. Paul Lawrence






III.
IV.
V.
VI.

VII.
VIII.
IX.
X.

Deborah Moore – presented by Bob Lenz
Melissa McGrath – presented by Terry Kelly
Joe Ambrose – presented by Dawn Wall
Ralph Turner – presented by Darrell Hartweg
Richard Dunn – introduction by son David S. Dunn, presented by Justice Knecht

Minutes from the 2018 Annual Meeting
Young Lawyer of the Year Award presented to Jessica Jones by Amelia Buragas
Nominations Committee Report / Open Board Positions (Katy Kraft & Alan J. Sternberg)
Committee Reports
o Bench-Bar Committee (Hon. Paul Lawrence & Todd Miller)
o Bylaws Committee (Hunt Henderson)
o CLE Committee (Emily Petri)
o Consumer Law Committee (Dan Deneen)
o Corporate Counsel Committee (Gregg Mecherle)
o Criminal Law Committee (Jason Chambers & Scott Kording)
o Family Law Committee (Tristan Bullington & Jessica Jones)
o Foundation Committee (Ryan Gammelgard)
o History/Memorials (Brendan Bulkaski & Julia Davis)
o Law Day (Hon. Rebecca Foley)
o Lawyers in the Classroom (Jennifer Patton and Jessica Jones)
o Mock Trail Committee (Matthew Koetters)
o Pro Bono Committee (Carrie Haas)
o Real Estate Committee (John Pratt)
o Scholarship Committee (Adrian Barr)
o Social Committee (Helen Ogar & Hon. Paul Lawrence)
o Underwood Committee (Nate Hinch)
o YLD Committee (Kyle Korkus & Chase Molchin)
Treasurer’s Report (Laurel Bingaman)
Remarks Outgoing President (Honorable Paul Lawrence)
Remarks Incoming President (Joseph Foley)
Adjournment
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MCLEAN COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, June 19, 2018
Bloomington Country Club, Bloomington IL 12:00p.m
I. Welcome and Call to Order – Called to Order by Gina Wood at 12:30 p.m.
II. Approval of 2017 Annual Minutes – Motion by Helen Ogar, seconded by Katy Kraft to waive reading and
approve the minutes. Motion carried.
III. Young Lawyer of the Year Award presented to Tristan Bullington by Amelia Buragas.
V. Nominations Committee Report/ Open Board Positions report given by Katy Kraft. Slate of candidates
submitted for approval are:
President: Honorable Paul Lawrence
First Vice President: Joseph Foley
Second Vice President: Gorge Wood
Secretary: Kyle A. Korkus
Treasurer: Laurel J.H. Bingaman
Board of Governors: Erin Donaldson
Motion by Alan Sternberg, seconded by Mike Butts to approve slate of candidates by nomination committee.
No other candidates submitted for election. Motion carries.
VI. Committee Reports: included with agenda packet for annual meeting were Bench-Bar Committee, By Laws
Committee, CLE, Consumer Law, Corporate Counsel, Criminal Law, Family Law, History/Memorials, Law
Day, Lawyers in the Classroom, Mock Trial, Pro Bono, Real Estate, Scholarship, Social, Underwood, YLD. No
motions
VII. Treasure’s Report presented by Laurel Bingaman.

No motion.

VIII. Memorial Resolution for Loren Thomson read by Hon. Kevin Fitzgerald, motion by Hon. Kevin
Fitzgerald, seconded by Scott Kording.
IX. Remarks outgoing President by Gina Wood.
X. Remarks by Incoming President Honorable Paul Lawrence.
XI. Adjournment to meeting – Motion by Jeff Brown, seconded by Gina Wood. Meeting adjourned at 12:54
p.m.
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2019 Annual Committee Reports
Bench-Bar Committee
Relations between the bench and bar remain professional and appropriately cordial. We have nothing to report.
No items of interest or concern were brought before the committee so the committee has not been active this
year.
Paul Lawrence and Todd Miller, Co-Chairs
Bylaws Committee
There were no meetings during the fiscal year and no activity to report.

Hunt Henderson, Committee Chair

Continuing Legal Education (CLE) Committee
The CLE Committee coordinated a number of successful and well-received programs again this year.
The following programs were presented since our 2018 Annual Meeting:
July 2018 – Family Law Basics for the Non-Family Law Attorney
August 2018 – Understanding Exposures in a Legal Liability Claim
September 2018 – The 29th Annual Legal Education Seminar
(Co-Sponsored by the Central Illinois Paralegal Association)
September 2018 – Different Approaches to Resolving Disputes
(Co-Sponsored by Association of Family and Conciliation Courts)
October 2018 – An Overview of Trademark & Copyright Law for the Artist
and Non-Intellectual Property Lawyer
October 2018 - GAL Seminar
November 2018 – E-Filing Update
January 2019 – State of the Circuit
February 2019 – Section 1983: Litigating Constitutional Rights
February 2019 – Illinois Supreme Court Civil Cases Year in Review - 2018
(Co-Sponsored by the Appellate Lawyers Association)
April 2019 – QILDROs and Illinois Public Pension Funds
April 2019 – Understanding Implicit Bias
These programs provided over 1,684 CLE credit hours to our members, over 111 teaching credit hours, and
netted over $19,787 in net income to the bar association.
The MCBA continues to be an “Accredited CLE Provider” with the Illinois Supreme Court’s MCLE Board.
For the remainder of 2019, the CLE committee is planning presentations on mental health, expungement and
sealing, employment law, real estate and dissolution issues, and others.
The CLE Committee is a very active committee, and has benefited greatly from the hard work and dedication of
the committee members, and of MCBA Administrative Assistant, Mary Sellmyer. Many thanks to Mary and the
members of the committee for all your efforts.
Our thanks also goes to Judge Paul Lawrence and the MCBA Board and the other committees of the bar
association who support our efforts and contribute valuable programming.
Emily Petri, Committee Chairwoman
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Consumer Law Committee
The Consumer Law Committee of the McLean County Bar Association met on April 5, 2019. Daniel Deneen,
Adrian Barr, Jeff Crabill, and Jeff Lindsay were in attendance. Chairperson Daniel Deneen asked about topics
of relevance.
Adrian Barr stated one big area of concern for Prairie State Legal Services was judgment creditors sometimes
obtain agreed payment orders against judgement debtors whose income is solely from exempt sources. He has
provided a link to No More 'Debtors' Prison': Greater Notice, Protection for Judgment Debtors,
https://www.isba.org/ibj/2013/03/nomoredebtorsprisongreaternoticepro.
In summary, under (c-5) If a citation is directed to a judgment debtor who is a natural person, no payment order
shall be entered under subsection (c) unless the Income and Asset Form was served upon the judgment debtor as
required by subsection (b-1), the judgment debtor has had an opportunity to assert exemptions, and the
payments are from non-exempt sources.
Jeff Lindsay discussed debt collection cases under Supreme Court Rules 280 and 280.5. Those provisions
should be reviewed by all consumer attorneys and attorneys for debt collectors.
Dan Deneen discussed the practice of creditors sending 1099-C forms for forgiven debt. He believes that if a
consumer (or estate) has advised a creditor that a debt is disputed and called upon a debt collector or company
to prove the validity of the claim and/or amount that it is inappropriate to send a tax form based solely upon the
company’s limited records.
Jeff Lindsay discussed continuing mortgage fraud. He does not like the practice of attempting to resell
mortgages if defenses have been raised by the mortgagors.
Dan Deneen criticized what he believes is too great a leniency by judges in accepting “local coverage counsel”
and not to require law firms to identify a “responsible attorney” who will communicate with opposing counsel
and consumers on a file and will provide direct contact information. Local attorneys often appear with no
further purpose than to obtain default judgments or to continue cases, and little or no information on the files. It
is a burden upon consumer defendants to have to appear multiple times with no purpose, or any retained
attorney. Dan Deneen described the practice as “wearing out defendants”.
Adrian Barr reports that there is no active foreclosure mediation program although the Consumer Law
Committee’s understanding is that there is still a Circuit Clerk Fund for that purpose.
There being no further topics for discussion the meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted, Daniel G. Deneen, Chairman
Corporate Counsel Committee
The Corporate Counsel Committee has between 15-20 members. Committee members should plan to have an
upcoming meeting this calendar year to discuss goals, activities and budget needs over the next fiscal year to
ensure outreach to local in-house or outside counsels for local organizations. Should any member of the Bar
Association know of any in-house or outside counsel for a local organization, please encourage them to join the
Bar and sign up for the Corporate Counsel Committee, at no extra cost, by contacting Mary Sellmyer.
Gregg Mecherle, Committee Chairman
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Criminal Law Committee
The Criminal Law Committee has not been particularly active in the last few years. During that period,
however, we have gathered a number of suggestions and agenda items, and the time has come to get
“reorganized” and resume active committee operations.
The next meeting of the MCBA Criminal Law Committee will take place at 12:00-1:15 P.M. on Wednesday,
July 31, 2019, in Courtroom 3A of the McLean County Law & Justice Center. Invitations will be distributed
shortly by e-mail to Committee members, and more generally to all Criminal Law attorneys in McLean County
through the MCBA weekly e-newsletter, to join our effort.
As we will lay out in the months ahead, we plan to welcome the new local Criminal Law attorneys into the fold,
update the Criminal Law Bar on some recent major updates to statutes that will affect what happens in the
criminal and traffic courtrooms, discuss the committee membership’s suggestions for potential improvements to
the practice of Criminal Law in McLean County, organize some future CLE opportunities focused on our
membership’s needs, and the like.
Members interested in joining our effort should contact the Committee Co-Chairs, Scott Kording
(judge.kording@mcleancountyil.gov) and Jason Chambers (jason.chambers@mcleancountyil.gov).
Honorable Jason Chambers and Honorable Scott Kording, Committee Co-Chairs
Family Law Committee
The family law committee put on a CLE regarding Qualified Domestic Relations Orders and is planning an
additional CLE on mental health issues in July. Jessica and Tristan will be stepping down as co-chairs and
handing the torch over to Kyle Korkus and Tim Eckhardt.
Tristan Bullington and Jessica Jones, Committee Co-Chairs
Foundation Committee
Work continues on establishing the McLean County Bar Foundation. For the first part of 2019, corporate
governance issues were addressed. The Foundation Committed filed the form reserving the name “McLean
County Bar Foundation” with the Illinois Secretary of State. The Foundation has also put together draft by
laws, a conflict of interest policy, and other key governance documents for review by the McLean County Bar
Board of Governors.
The McLean County Bar Foundation is anticipated to be officially established and recognized as a Illinois nonprofit organization sometime in the second half of 2019. The initial funding of the Foundation will come
directly from the McLean County Bar Association funds. It is not anticipated that any direct fundraising for the
Foundation will occur until next year when the Foundation is officially formed and fully operational.
The initial makeup of the Foundation Board will be at least 5 members (of whom 2 will be current McLean
County Bar Board members). There will be opportunities to expand the Board membership of the Foundation
and also opportunities to serve the Foundation in other ways.
If anyone is interested in finding out more about the Foundation or helping with it, please contact Ryan
Gammelgard.
Ryan Gammelgard, Chairman
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History Committee
The History Committee archives materials involving the McLean County Bar Association in order to protect,
preserve, and provide accurate records of historical information for future generations. The History Committee
also compiles attorney memorials with the McLean County Circuit Clerk, the McLean County Bar Association,
and the History Museum.
As part of its ongoing archival project, the History Committee records lectures, events, and interviews.
Lectures and events frequently address historical cases and/or bar history. Interviews are conducted with
members of the bar upon retirement or after several decades of practice in order to record their lives, their
stories, and their work. These recordings help shed light on the practice of law in McLean County, changes to
that practice, and the role individual bar members played in that history. Since our last annual meeting,
representatives of the History Committee have taken great care to attend and record interviews with the
following:
o
o
o
o

Hon. David Butler
Hon. Lee Ann Hill
Hon. Robert Freitag
Alan Novick

As always, the History Committee encourages its members to contact one of its Chair via e-mail if they know of
interesting events or persons who would make for good interviews concerning the practice of law in McLean
County.
Furthermore, the History Committee is working on making archival footage available through the MCBA website
as part of our ongoing mission to provide our history to future generations. We are also working on plans for the
MCBA’s 190th anniversary in 2022.
Thank you to everyone who helped in the last year, whether by making suggestions, conducting interviews, or
being interviewed! Your work helps the History Committee meet our mission, and preserve the history of the
McLean County Bar Association, its members, and the practice of law in McLean County!
Chair: Brendan Bukalski
Co-Chair: Julia Davis
Memorial Archivist and Coordinator for Annual Meeting: Dan Deneen
Deceased Attorney Funeral Coordinator: Rusty Depew
McLean County History Liason: Robert Porter

Law Day Committee
The Law Day Committee plans the annual luncheon and related activities associated with Law Day. The
committee met periodically over the past year to plan the Law Day luncheon held on April 30, 2019. The
luncheon, held at the Prairie Room at the Bone Student Center on the Illinois State University campus in
Normal, had 148 in attendance. Attorney Don Craven was guest speaker, in line with the Law Day Theme of
“Free Speech, Free Press, Free Society.”
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Retired Circuit Judge Ron Dozier was awarded the Lincoln Award of Excellence, and the Stepping Stones
Program of the YWCA was presented with the Community Service Award. The Stepping Stones also received a
$300 donation from the Bar Association. The committee additionally recognized Pantagraph reporter EdithBrady Lunny. Ms. Brady-Lunny has covered the courts for many years and is retiring in June 2019.
A new addition to the 2019 program was to recognize those attorneys who have passed away since Law Day
2018. It is intended as a supplement to the recognition at the Annual Meeting in June.
Law Day income for 2019 totaled $3,780.00. Expenses totaled $3,903.84 (Copying expenses $100.00; ISU
Catering $2,677.76; Prairie Room rental and parking $604.00; B&B Awards $222.08; and community service
award donation $300.00).
The perpetual plaque, commemorating the Lincoln Award recipients, was updated.
The 2020 Law Day celebration is tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, May 6, 2020, with the location to be
determined. The committee will explore the cost of holding the luncheon at alternative locations. The
committee drafted and sent out a survey to determine members’ interest in location, potential speakers and
format, following this year’s event.
Hon. Rebecca Foley, Committee Chair

Lawyers in the Classroom (LITC) Committee
LITC met on two occasions this year and solicited all of the area schools to offer attorneys to speak on almost
any topic. LITC did a total of 18 presentations at various elementary, junior high and high schools. We will
meet again in late July to gear up for the 2019-2020 school year.
Best regards, Jennifer Patton and Jessica Jones, Co-Chairs

Mock Trial Committee
On Tuesday, February 12, we hosted 16 high schools fielding 22 teams for our annual Regional High School
Mock Trial Tournament at the McLean County Law & Justice Center. This group included 264 students and 80
parents and Coaches. They were from the High Schools of: Bloomington, Champaign Centennial, Chicago
Christian, Maine South, Maine West, Niles West, Normal Community, Normal West, Pittsfield, Providence
Catholic, St. Charles East, St. Charles North, Timothy Christian, Whitney M. Young Magnet HS and York.
We were fortunate to have 36 MCBA Members, interns and Justice Corps volunteers. Four members of the
Circuit Court staff also volunteered their time to escort teams to their rooms and help with set up/tear down of
the tournament. Mr. William Scanlin was kind enough to assist with the activities. This year, Mr. Tom McClure
presented ‘Section 1983: Litigating Constitutional Rights’. Twenty-five attorneys and volunteers attended the
luncheon CLE. The program was provided at no charge as an incentive to the volunteer judges a hour of general
CLE credit was approved.
Matthew Koetters, Committee Chair
Mary Sellmyer, Scribe
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Pro Bono Committee
The McLean County Bar Association has entered into a contract with Prairie State Legal Services agreeing to
provide volunteer attorneys to handle overflow pro bono work and in exchange Prairie State has funds available
for expenses and costs related to pro bono client representation.
The types of cases referred (in descending order): family law, criminal record expungement/sealing,
collection/garnishment, wills and POA's, mobile home/landlord-tenant, adoption, veterans' benefits, mortgage
foreclosure/home ownership/other housing, other consumer finance and guardianship.The McLean County Bar
Association has always had a pro bono committee and it has evolved over time from supplying the bulk of pro
bono legal services to now assisting with the training and solicitation of local attorneys to handle the overflow
from the Prairie State office.
In 2013, we were approached by the Public Interest Law Initiative to develop an 11th circuit judicial pro bono
committee to work in coordination with tri-state and land of Lincoln. Members of our local PILI committee are
listed web the at: http://pili.org/pro-bono/judicial-circuit-committees/11thcircuit
Although circuit wide, the local PILI committee duplicated the function of the McLean County Bar Association
pro bono committee as it related to McLean County. It was the general consensus that these 2 committees
should be combined and that was done a couple of years ago.
In the last year, the committee has sponsored two (2) Legal Advice Fairs, continued to focus efforts on outreach
to Ford, Logan and Woodford Counties and emphasized recruitment and recognition of volunteers. On
September 18, 2018, the 11th circuit pro bono committee and the 6th circuit pro bono committee held an Illinois
Forum of Pro Bono in Logan County. On October 25, 2018, the committed took part in State Farm Law
Department’s Pro Bono Committee’s pro bono fair. On November 1, 2018, a reception was held to
commemorate National Pro Bono Week and recognize volunteer lawyers who work to expand access to
justice. Additionally, the committee has worked with PILI as it develops a pro bono referral program in the 101
counties outside of Cook to assist active duty military and veterans, as well as their spouses and dependents,
with their civil legal needs through the Illinois Armed Forces Legal Aid Network (IL-AFLAN).
Prairie State Legal Services referred 171 McLean County pro bono cases to 61 volunteer attorneys from July 1,
2018 to present. We have seen a large increase in pro bono referrals over the past five years. Some reasons for
the increase are listed below:
-

Retired volunteers – PSLS currently has four retired in-house attorney volunteers, Hon. David
Butler, Hon. Charles Reynard, Alan Tatum, and Bruce Zyweic who handle pro bono cases.
The bi-annual Legal Advice Fair – Volunteers from the MCBA, State Farm Law Department, and
CIPA have helped 314 people since this event began in November 2015.
The monthly Saturday Criminal Record Relief Program – in 2018 State Farm Corporate Law
Department volunteers served 49 pro bono clients.
Carrie Haas, Chairwoman
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Real Estate Committee
The Real Estate Committee’s mission is to increase the proficiency of the real estate practice for the betterment
of the general public and the members of the bar association. The Committee was very active in 2017 and
revised the standard form Contract for Sale of Residential Real Estate. The Committee continues to work with
Bloomington Normal Area Realtors (BNAR) in an effort to increase the proficiency of the buying and selling of
real estate for the betterment of the general public. A subcommittee is working with the BNAR for the purpose
of potentially developing a uniform one-step contract that would be approved by both the McLean County Bar
Association and the BNAR.
Respectfully submitted, John L. Pratt, Committee Chair
Scholarship Committee
The Scholarship and Community Relations Committee met on April 26, 2019, and plans to meet again on
November 15, 2019.
At our April meeting, we confirmed the names of the past MCBA Community Service Scholarship recipients.
We also made changes to the scholarship application and prepared a plan to advertise the scholarship to law
schools and the MCBA.
After our April meeting, Mary Sellmyer updated the plaque, which hangs on the wall in the Law & Justice
Center, with the names of all of the scholarship recipients.
At our November meeting, we intend to award the MCBA Community Service Scholarship to a 2nd or 3rd year
law student with ties to McLean County. The recipient must have achieved academic success and demonstrated
a commitment to enriching the community by engaging in volunteer activities or pro bono services.
We intend to present the 2019 scholarship at the MCBA Annual Holiday Luncheon in December.
Adrian Barr, Chairman
Social Committee
We first want to thank the Board of Governors for increasing the social budget so that we could put on many
more events than we have in the past.
Since we are so lucky to have four local breweries our social calendar centered around touring our local
breweries and sampling their fine beers.
In July, we kicked off our tour by visiting Keg Grove with snacks provided by Reality Bites.
In August, we went to Midwest Food Bank and packaged corn flakes to be sent out by the truckload all over our
country. We rewarded our hard work by visiting White Oak Brewery and sampling some fine foods from
HyVee.
In October, we sponsored the happy hour at the conclusion of the GAL conference at the Radisson.
In December, the holiday happy hour was held at Bakery and Pickle and we were lucky enough to sample a
wide variety of their unique hors d’oeuvres. The event was co-sponsored by Findlaw.
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In February, we received a tour of the Destihl Brewery by fellow attorney and owner of Destihl, Matt Potts. We
were then treated to all of their brews along with some great food all compliments of CourtCall.
On April 15th we celebrated tax day by touring the facilities at the Lil Beaver Brewery and enjoying all of their
fine local brews.
On May 21st we enjoyed hearing some humorous stories from some of our more experienced attorneys at our
monthly luncheon. Even though it was not technically a “social event,” I think we laughed harder that day than
any other day throughout the year. Even without the benefit of consuming any local brews!
Our last social event of the year was our Family Day held at the Corn Crib on June 9th. Although our Bad News
Barristers lost a hard fought battle with the Champaign Bar 22-19 we looked awfully good in our new MCBA t
shirts. Look for those to be on sale soon.
And of course every Friday morning the lawyers enjoyed “Breakfast with the Bar” at Scouts in downtown
Bloomington. If you haven’t joined us yet on a Friday morning, you should give it a try.
Finally, even though we had a great time this year, we also provided some service to our community by
packaging food at Midwest Food Bank, providing presents and caroling to the residents of the McLean County
Nursing Home and spending an evening at the Boys and Girls Club. Good job Lawyers!
Paul Lawrence and Helen Ogar, Co-Chairs
Underwood Committee
The Underwood Committee is tasked with fostering professionalism within the bar association. This includes
coordinating a CLE luncheon or extended program twice per year – one in the fall and one in the spring,
working with the CLE committee, and particularly seeking to provide opportunities for MCBA members to
obtain professionalism credit hours. As a reminder, Illinois Supreme Court Rule 794 now specifically requires
professionalism credit in the areas of (1) mental health and substance abuse and (2) diversity and inclusion. For
this reason, the Underwood Committee programs prioritize providing continuing education in these areas, as
well as general professionalism. This past year the Underwood Committee programs were as follows:
October / November 2018 – We welcomed Lawyers for the Creative Arts, an arts-focused legal aid organization
out of Chicago, for a program on trademark and copyright law. We also worked with the CLE Committee to
provide another professionalism program in the fall.
April 2019 – We heard from ISU Police Chief Aaron Woodruff on the topic of implicit bias, providing diversity
and inclusion credit.
The Underwood Committee also seeks to maintain the “Principles of Professionalism” adopted by the MCBA in
2009 and encourages MCBA members to continue to strive to meet that aspirational statement.
Many thanks to all the committee members who served this past year, and to Mary Sellmyer for her assistance.
Nate Hinch, Chairman
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Young Lawyers Division
The YLD has met and has established a monthly happy hour. The committee is currently planning a couple
larger events including a CLE with some local judges. The committee is putting its focus towards encouraging
young McLean county attorneys to get involved with the Bar Association and each other.
Kyle Korkus and Chase Molchin, Co-Chairs
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