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Alexandra Williams is an exceptional young prosecutor whose rapid professional
development, extensive courtroom experience, and deep commitment to public service
distinguish her as a highly deserving candidate for the 2026 Young Lawyer of the Year.

Since graduating from law school in 2023, Alexandra has quickly assumed significant
responsibility within the McLean County State’s Attorney’s Office. She manages a demanding
caseload of over 120 felony cases, has conducted 10 jury trials and 4 felony bench trials, and
plays a leading role in complex drug prosecutions and asset forfeiture litigation. Her work
reflects not only strong legal acumen, but also sound judgment, professionalism, and a genuine
commitment to justice and community safety.

1. Professional Background and Advancement

Alexandra Williams began her service with the McLean County State’s Attorney’s Office as
a law student at Southern Illinois University. During internships in 2021 and 2022, she worked in
the drug unit and completed an extraordinary 865 hours—far exceeding academic requirements,
with the majority of those hours volunteered. This early commitment reflects her strong work
ethic and dedication to public service.

After graduating in May 2023 and taking the bar exam in July, Alexandra joined the office
full-time in August 2023. She began in the misdemeanor division and quickly advanced to felony
prosecution. By December 2024, she was assigned to the drug unit, one of the most demanding
and complex areas within the office.

In her current role, Alexandra:

- Manages a caseload of over 120 felony cases

- Oversees and prosecutes all McLean County drug asset forfeiture cases including Article 36
general forfeitures

- Handles daily court appearances, including pretrial hearings, motion practice, trials, and
sentencing hearing

- Works closely with law enforcement on investigations, search warrants, and investigative
strategy

This level of responsibility is notable for any attorney and especially impressive for one
at her stage of practice.



2. Litigation Experience and Case Impact

Alexandra has developed substantial courtroom experience in a short period of time. She
having conducted as lead counsel 10 jury trials and 4 felony bench trials.
- Litigated complex pretrial motions including motions to suppress
- Presented cases to the grand jury
- Handled routine pretrial court hearings, bench trials, jury trials, sentencing hearings, probation
violations, and other contested matters

One of her most notable recent cases involved a large-scale controlled substance
trafficking prosecution involving approximately 240 pounds of cocaine—one of the largest
seizures in McLean County history. In that case, Alexandra:

- Successfully argued and won a motion to suppress
- Led the prosecution through a jury trial
- Secured guilty verdicts on all counts

Her performance in this complex and high-stakes case demonstrated courtroom skill,
preparation, and professionalism well beyond her years of experience.

Alexandra has also contributed significantly to cases involving druginduced homicide.
Her legal research and writing were instrumental in a sentencing proceeding that resulted in a ten
year prison sentence with the court relying heavily on her written memorandum. Her work
supported successful outcomes in multiple related prosecutions and demonstrated her ability to
handle legally and factually complex matters.

3. Leadership, Initiative, and Team Contribution

Alexandra is widely recognized within the office as a reliable and collaborative team member. ---
- She mentors newer prosecutors who frequently seek her guidance

- Assists colleagues with trial preparation and courtroom technology

- Provides practical support on case strategy and litigation issues

- Contributes to efficient office operations through strong organizational skills

She is also highly proficient with modern legal technology and regularly assists others in
utilizing those tools effectively improving overall office performance.

In addition, Alexandra works closely with law enforcement on active investigations,
assisting with strategy review, assisting law enforcement with the drafting of warrants that law
enforcement prepares and presents to Judges and ensuring proper procedures are followed. Her
ability to balance independence with collaboration makes her a valuable asset to both the office
and the broader criminal justice system.



4. Character and Professionalism

Alexandra approaches her role with a strong sense of purpose and professionalism. She
demonstrates:
- Sound judgment in prosecutorial decision-making
- Compassion when working with victims and individuals struggling with addiction
- A commitment to fairness and ethical practice
- A consistently positive and professional demeanor

Her ability to balance accountability with empathy reflects a mature and thoughtful
approach to prosecution.

5. Community Involvement

Alexandra remains deeply connected to the McLean County community especially in her
current residence in Heyworth, Illinois. She actively volunteers as a youth softball coach
dedicating significant time despite her demanding professional responsibilities.

Her involvement includes:

- Coaching youth softball teams across multiple seasons

- Leading practices and games several times each week

- Mentoring young athletes in both skill development and teamwork
- Serving as a positive role model for youth in the community

She has also participated in local fundraising efforts including events supporting
community recreational programs.

6. Conclusion

Alexandra Williams has demonstrated exceptional professional growth, significant legal
achievement, and a strong commitment to public service early in her career. Her extensive
courtroom experience, leadership within her office, and meaningful community involvement set
her apart as a truly outstanding young attorney.

She exemplifies the qualities this award is intended to recognize and is highly deserving
of the 2026 Young Lawyer of the Year.



Here is some more specific and additional information about Alexandra Williams and her
service to McLean County while working in the McLean County State’s Attorney’s office.
Alexandra Williams worked in the drug unit at the McLean County State’s Attorney office on
three separate occasions during the winter of 2021, summer of 2021, and the summer of 2022 as
an intern before passing the bar exam. As an intern when in she was in law school at Southern
[llinois University Alexandra Williams worked 865 total hours during her time with the McLean
County State’s Attorney’s Office. This work as an intern was well above her required amount
for school credit with the majority of those hours being on a volunteer basis fueled by a desire to
learn and gain experience.

Once Alexandra Williams graduated law school in May of 2023 she took a job in the
McLean County State’s Attorney’s Office shortly after graduation starting immediately after
taking the bar exam in July of 2023. Her employment in the McLean County State’s Attorney’s
Office began in August of 2023 and she started out in the misdemeanor division and quickly
advanced to a felony assignment. In December of 2024 Alexandra Williams was moved into the
drug unit. Her current assignment within the drug unit is extensive including a caseload of over
120 felony cases. Alexandra Williams also is in charge of the administration and prosecution all
McLean County Drug Asset forfeiture cases as well as the general Article 36 forfeitures. This is
a significant and demanding caseload for any attorney much less a younger attorney. With this
assignment Alexandra Williams has excelled and displayed a commitment to seeking justice
tempered with compassion and a strong work ethic.

Her work in the McLean County State’s Attorney’s Office over the years has a
tremendous impact on the community relating to public safety as well as dealing with individuals
that have been the victims of criminal offenses that often are drug related. Alexandra Williams
also recognizes as our role as prosecutors when appropriate in directing individuals struggling
with addiction to resources to address those difficult issues. Her empathy and compassion when
we are dealing with individuals struggling with drug addition as well victims of significant
crimes is inspiring. Her positive attitude, maturity and work ethic has been outstanding. Her
history as an intern as well as an Assistant State’s Attorney has been part of her commitment to
McLean County. Her entire background and legal story should be considered relating to this
nomination for Alexandra Williams as the 2026 Young Lawyer of the Year. Her commitment to
the important work that impacts our community has been and continues to be outstanding and
commendable.

During the summer of 2022 Alexandra Williams had obtained her 711 license and
participated on a daily basis in court proceedings. This included presenting cases to the Grand
Jury on a weekly basis, conducting custody bond court hearings once a week, appearing in court
on daily status hearings, presenting plea agreements, remission hearings, fitness hearings,
petitions to revoke probation, motions to revoke bond, motions to suppress as well as
successfully prosecuting a felony jury trial to verdict. She also drafted motions for court
proceedings involving complex issues and did an outstanding job.

Alexandra Williams researched and prepared a motion for a sentencing hearing that
resulted in a ten year prison term for a defendant that was charged with Unlawful Delivery of a
Controlled Substance. This defendant was involved with a drug induced homicide that was



proved up in aggravation at a sentencing hearing. The motion Alexandra Williams had prepared
in that case was outstanding. The sentencing Judge relied heavily on that memo in considering
the aggravation evidence in imposing a ten year prison term. There were two individuals
prosecuted relating to the drug induced homicide that Alexandra Williams worked extensively
on. Her work assisted in obtaining a conviction against the primary defendant and also in the
aggravation evidence against a second individual involved in the offense. Alexandra Williams
also participated in meeting with witnesses and victims of offenses including that drug induced
homicide. The two cases that she played a critical role in the successful prosecution that resulted
in prison sentences being imposed are listed below for reference purposes. The first case
involving the defendant Jimmy Ferguson was the case involving the aggravation evidence
involving a drug induced homicide was presented at sentencing relating to his role in that drug
induced homicide. As noted the sentencing Judge relied heavily on her sentencing
memorandum of law in imposing a sentence of ten (10) years in the Illinois Department of
Corrections. The Court found sufficient evidence finding that the defendant Jimmy Ferguson
was a threat to the community and involved in the drug induced homicide with the primary
defendant Stephanie Kitchens. A copy of that motion is attached and is part of these materials.
Her research was thorough and very impressive relating to the Jimmy Ferguson case.

The People of the State of Illinois vs Jimmy Ferguson, 2020-CF-001359

The People of the State of Illinois vs Stephanie Kitchens, 2022-CF-000638

Alexandra Williams has assisted with daily custody case screening/charging, preparing
probable cause statements for cases organizing discovery materials, preparing discovery
materials for the defense, preparing for motion hearings and trials, organizing trial prep and
getting cases ready for trial, trial prep for witnesses, assisting with technical matters and
courtroom technology for trials for other prosecutors, contact with defense attorneys regarding
matters on pending cases/discovery issues as well as many other functions on a daily basis.
Alexandra Williams has been especially helpful as a mentor to the younger prosecutors recently
joining the office who gravitate towards her and seek guidance. Alexandra is a complete team
player as well always willing to help others out.

Alexandra Williams is very proficient with the modern technology and assists others in
the office specifically being me who are from a different generation and not as proficient with
the more recent and modern technologies. That is and has been very much appreciated.

Alexandra Williams is also involved in assisting law enforcement on a daily basis
relating to ongoing investigations and other matters. Relating to ongoing investigations
Alexandra Williams provides law enforcement with templates for overhear orders and search
warrants and will assist at times getting those matters before a Judge.

Her general job duties are numerous and her ability to tackle all of her assigned tasks at a
high level is admirable and makes her an excellent candidate for the 2026 Young Lawyer of the
Year. Alexandra Williams has many duties with the drug unit. Additional responsibilities have
routinely been assigned to Alexandra Williams that she has absorbed the additional duties while
doing great job dealing with additional responsibilities.



Alexandra Williams is currently assigned as the drug unit attorney in the Judge Yoder
felony courtroom. Alexandra Williams handles the routine docket status pretrial hearings,
motion hearings, trials, sentencing hearings as well as probation PTR matters for the drug unit in
that courtroom. Alexandra Williams has a full felony caseload generally at about 120 pending
cases at any given time and this includes some cases outside of the drug unit. Alexandra
Williams appears in court on an almost daily basis for the drug unit in the felony Judge Yoder
courtroom for the status pretrial hearing dates to deal with pleas and negotiating cases with
defense attorneys. Alexandra Williams has responded with enthusiasm about the request to get
more litigation experience to hone her courtroom skills. Alexandra Williams as indicated also is
involved in litigation including but not limited to contested motions to suppress, pretrial motion
litigation, bench trials, jury trials and sentencing hearings. Alexandra Williams has handled a
significant amount of courtroom hearing. She also has recently been assigned to second chair to
pending First Degree Murder cases.

A recent jury trial that Alexandra Williams handled involved Controlled Substances
Trafficking and other enhanced Class X felony offenses shows her expertise in the courtroom
that is beyond her years. This case involved about 240 pounds of cocaine and is one of the
largest seizures of cocaine in McLean County history. Alexandra Williams successfully handled
a motion to suppress and secured a conviction at a jury trial on what was a complex and difficult
case to prosecute. She was able to obtain guilty verdicts on all counts against an extremely
respected and capable defense attorney. This case is listed below and is currently pending
sentencing.

The People of the State of Illinois vs. Jobanpreet Singh, 2025-CF-000428.

There are many different things that Alexandra Williams is involved in relating to her
position in the drug unit from investigatory matters, pretrial litigation, trials as well as post trial
and post conviction litigation as well. She has already done ten (10) jury trials and four (4)
felony bench trials. Alexandra Williams has a great deal of responsibility and handles itin a
highly efficient and professional manner. Alexandra Williams is only about three years out of
law school and has shown a high learning curve and an extremely positive attitude.

Alexandra Williams has exhibited a high level of energy, enthusiasm, and dedication to
the MclLean County State’s Attorney’s Office and the goals of ensuring the safety of the citizens
of McLean County.

Alexandra Williams has already presented cases to the grand jury, attends court on a
daily basis including court status hearings, motion hearings, bench trials, jury trials and
sentencing hearings. During her time as an Assistant State’s Attorney as well as her time in the
office as an intern Alexandra Williams has shown enthusiasm and a high degree of commitment
to getting things done. Alexandra Williams is always willing to assist others when asked in the
office. Alexandra Williams has a very upbeat and positive attitude that is greatly appreciated and
contributes to a positive office morale in a significant way. Alexandra Williams exhibits a high
degree of professionalism and maturity that is admirable at this point in her career.



Alexandra Williams has excellent legal writing skills. Alexandra Williams also has an
innate ability to analyze complex legal issues and address them in motion practice and at trial
and presents information in a manner that is easy to understand. That is a skill that a good
attorney has and something that truly cannot be taught.

Alexandra Williams is also invested in the community and McLean County. She is a
graduate of Heyworth High School and is actively involved with youth sports specifically
softball in the Heyworth community. In 2025 Alexandra helped and coached the 8U Heyworth
girls softball team. Alexandra helped coordinate and run practices and games. She was involved
in about three practices per week and usually about two games a week. That season ran from
April of 2025 to June of 2025.

For 2026 Alexandra has been involved in the Heyworth 10U travel team. Practices began
in January of 2026 and the season will go into June of 2026. Typically Alexandra is involved in
about three practices per week as well as two double header games per week. Alexndra helps
plan out practices and works with the players during practice including working with the pitchers
with form work as well as base running, fielding positions, sliding, hitting and bunting. There
are twelve girls on the Heyworth 10U softball team that Alexandra works with and is involved
with the team. Given her demanding work schedule it is commendable that she uses a significant
amount of her spare time devoted to the Heyworth youth with the Heyworth 10U girls travel
team! Alexandra has also been involved with participating in various fundraisers such as the
annual Polar Plunge and annual PB & PA fundraising activities for the GE Road baseball fields.

Alexandra Williams is an outstanding Young Lawyer and worthy of the 2026 Young
Lawyer of the Year given her accomplishments and legal achievements that are significant and
her contributions to the community are commendable. Her community involvement with youth
sports and other activities is admirable and she most certainly is a role model to the young
players that she coaches.

Monday April 27" of 2026.

/s/ Jeftrey Marshall Horve

Jeffrey Marshall Horve
Assistant State’s Attorney



ALEXANDRA WILLIAMS
* Heyworth, IL » alexandra.williams@mcleancountyil.gov * 309-706-0601

WORK EXPERIENCE
McLean County State’s Attorney’s Office- Assistant State’s Attorney August 2023-Present
e Prosecute drug offenses ranging from misdemeanors to enhanced class X felonies
e Conducted ten jury trials and four bench trials
¢ Litigate various motions including motions to suppress evidence
* Manage Asset Forfeitures including Article 36, Drug Asset and Money Laundering
e Work closely with Law Enforcement Agencies throughout pendency of cases
Southern Illinois University School of Law- Teaching Assistant August 2022-May 2023
e  Track attendance and participation
e Hold office hours for students to ask questions and receive help
e Organize assignments and grades
McLean County State’s Attorney’s Office: Drug Unit- 7/ Student Advocate May 2022-August 2022
¢ Prosecuted a felony jury trial and received guilty verdicts back on both counts
¢ Led Grand Jury proceedings once a week for felony drug cases
» Conducted custody/bond court once a week for the State in addition to extradition hearings
e Participated in plea agreements, remission hearings, fitness hearings, petitions to revoke probation, motions to
reduce/revoke/modify bond, and motions to suppress
McLean County State’s Attorney’s Office: Drug Unit- Legal Intern December 2020, May 2021-August 2021
e Draft discovery material, search warrants and overhear documents
¢ Attend court with various ASA’s
e Observe Grand Jury proceedings, sentencing dates, and juvenile court
Kraft, Wood & Kelly, LLC- Court Runner/Receptionist August 2019-July 2020
e Assist attorneys, paralegals, and legal assistants in day to day operations around the office
e Deliver confidential information to the McLean County Courthouse as well as to clients
¢ Maintain and organize 10 years of files and client information

e Answer phone calls, check clients in and manage the waiting room during office hours
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

McLean County Bar Association August 2021-Present
EDUCATION
Southern Illinois University School of Law- Carbondale, IL

Juris Doctorate May 2023

Specialization in Business & Transactional Law and Litigation & Dispute Resolution
Cumulative GPA: 3.296/4.0
Dean’s List: Fall 2022 and Spring 2023
Illinois State University- Normal, IL
Bachelor of Science in Finance May 2020
Cumulative GPA: 3.58/4.0
Heartland Community College- Normal, IL
Associate in Arts May 2018
Cumulative GPA: 3.9/4.0
ACADEMIC HONORS AND AWARDS
Southern Illinois University School of Law
Phi Alpha Delta Society of Scholars December 2021- May 2023
Southern Illinois University Student Distinguished Service Award
Southern Hlinois University Graduate and Professional Student Council Outstanding Service Award
Iilinois State University

Honors Program August 2018- May 2020
National Society of Leadership and Success April 2019- May 2020
Beta Alpha Psi National Financial Honors Society October 2019- May 2020

CERTIFICATION/TRAININGS

¢ E-Justice System
o LEADS certified
e Illinois Drug Enforcement Officers Association (IDEOA) Training




FILED
7/5/2022 12:00 AM

DONALD R. EVERHART, JR.
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

THE PEOPLE OF THE MCLEAN COUNTY, ILLINOIS
STATE OF ILLINOIS
VS. No. 2020-CF-1359
JIMMY FERGUSON,
DEFENDANT.

PEOPLE’S MEMORANDUM OF LAW RELATING TO PEOPLE’S AGGRAVATION EVIDENCE

Now comes the People of the State of Illinois by Jeffrey Horve, Assistant State's Attorney, in and for the
County of McLean, State of Illinois, and hereby present and file the following motion in support of aggravation
evidence to be presented at sentencing for consideration by the Court and hereby states as follows in support of
the People’s position as listed below.

1. The law is well settled that uncharged offenses may be used as evidence in aggravation so long as the
evidence is reliable and relevant for sentencing purposes.

See People v. Phillip E. La Pointe, 88 111.2d 482 (1981);

See also People v. Marlon Minter, 37 N.E.3d 238 (Ill. App. Ist Dist. 2015)
See also People v. Mario Flores, 153 111.2d 264 (1992);

See also People v. Frank Gomez, 247 Ill.App.3d 68 (1993);

See also People vs. Joseph Ivy, 313 [ll.App.3d 1011 (2000); and

See also People v. Willie Devine, 101 1ll.App.3d 158 (1981).

The People provide this caselaw as there will likely evidence in aggravation presented at the sentencing
hearing that is not charged at this time and that this uncharged conduct relating to the defendant that may be
presented is both relevant and based on reliable testimony and admissible at sentencing.

2. Dismissed or pending charges may be used as evidence in aggravation so long as they are not simply
mere assertions and are based on relevant and reliable evidence presented to the court via testimony and/or
other means at sentencing.

See People v. Steve Jorgensen, 182 Ill.App.3d 335 (1989);

See also People v. Richard Schleyhahn, 4 Ill.App.3d 591 (1972);

See also People v. Samuel Morgan, 112 I11.2d 111 (1986);

See also People v. Anthony James Glass, 144 11l.App.3d 296 (1986); and
See also People v. Phillip E. La Pointe, 88 I11.2d 482 (1981).

The People provide this caselaw as there will likely evidence in aggravation presented at the sentencing
hearing that has been dismissed and/or is pending relating to the defendant that may be presented to the court is
both relevant and based on reliable testimony and admissible at sentencing.



3. That evidence presented in aggravation relating to a pending charge, dismissed charge and/or
uncharge offense may be used as evidence in aggravation so long as they are not simply mere assertions and are
based on relevant and reliable evidence. The People are not required to provide discovery for a pending charge,
dismissed charge and/or uncharged offense for purposes of sentencing when present properly presented as
aggravation evidence.

See People v. James Foster, 518 N.E.2d 82 (Ill. 1987);

See also People v. Gutierrez, 483 N.E.2d 944, 954 (1ll. App. 1st Dist. 1985);

See also People v. DeWitt, 397 N.E.2d 1385, 1387, 34 Ill.Dec. 319, 321, 78 Ill.2d 82, 86 (lll., 1979);
See also People v. Siefke, 421 N.E.2d 1071, 1073, 52 [ll.Dec. 208, 210, 97 llL.App.3d 14, 17

(Il App., 1981)

The People provide this caselaw as there will likely evidence in aggravation presented at the sentencing
hearing that is pending, has been dismissed and/or is an uncharged offense at this time that may be presented to
the court is both relevant and based on reliable testimony and admissible at sentencing.

4. Hearsay evidence and statements are admissible evidence in aggravation and such evidence is subject
to evaluation relating to the reliability and the weight of the evidence rather than the admissibility of such
evidence.

See People v. Kevin Pickens, 274 Ill.App.3d 226 (1995);

See also People vs. Joseph Ivy, 313 [ll.App.3d 1011 (2000);
See also People vs. Martez Harris, 375 IlL. App.3d 398 (2007);
See also People v. Judy Meeks, 411 N.E.2d 9 (1ll. 1980); and
See also People v. Kareem Jett, 152 111.2d 229 (1992).

The People do hereby respectfully submit that the evidence and applicable standard supports the position
hearsay evidence is admissible at sentencing when presented as aggravation evidence.

Dated this 1** day of July of 2022.
Respectfully Submitted,

/s/ Jeffrey Marshall Horve

Jeffrey Marshall Horve
Assistant State’s Attorney
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Now comes the People of the State of Illinois by Jeffrey Horve, Assistant State's Attorney, in and for the
County of McLean, State of Illinois, and hereby present and file the following motion in support of aggravation
evidence to be presented at sentencing for consideration by the Court and hereby states as follows in support of
the People’s position as listed below.

1. The law is well settled that uncharged offenses may be used as evidence in aggravation so long as the
evidence is reliable and relevant for sentencing purposes.
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both relevant and based on reliable testimony and admissible at sentencing.



3. That evidence presented in aggravation relating to a pending charge, dismissed charge and/or
uncharge offense may be used as evidence in aggravation so long as they are not simply mere assertions and are
based on relevant and reliable evidence. The People are not required to provide discovery for a pending charge,

dismissed charge and/or uncharged offense for purposes of sentencing when present properly presented as
aggravation evidence.

See People v. James Foster, 518 N.E.2d 82 (1ll. 1987);
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See also People v. Siefke, 421 N.E.2d 1071, 1073, 52 lli.Dec. 208, 210, 97 Iil.App.3d 14, 17
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The People provide this caselaw as there will likely evidence in aggravation presented at the sentencing
hearing that is pending, has been dismissed and/or is an uncharged offense at this time that may be presented to
the court is both relevant and based on reliable testimony and admissible at sentencing.

4. Hearsay evidence and statements are admissible evidence in aggravation and such evidence is subject
to evaluation relating to the reliability and the weight of the evidence rather than the admissibility of such
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See People v. Kevin Pickens, 274 Ill.App.3d 226 (1995);
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The People do hereby respectfully submit that the evidence and applicable standard supports the position
hearsay evidence is admissible at sentencing when presented as aggravation evidence.

Dated this 1% day of July of 2022.
Respectfully Submitted,

/s/ Jeffrey Marshall Horve

Jeffrey Marshall Horve
Assistant State’s Attorney



