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April 27,2026 

 

I am nominating Assistant Public Defender John Nairn for Young Lawyer of the Year for 

the McLean County Bar Association. 

 

 John is a graduate of Illinois Wesleyan University where he also participated in 

community activities like organizing and volunteering for the Midwest Food Bank of 

Bloomington-Normal.  He attended law school at Southern Illinois University in Carbondale.  

During law school he became a Rule 711 student attorney for the Madison County Public 

Defender’s Office.  He brought his Rule 711 license to the McLean  County Public Defender’s 

Office upon taking and passing the bar exam in the summer of 2024. 

 

 When joining the McLean County Public Defender’s Office, John began handling high-

volume Traffic and DUI cases and quickly rose to the high-volume Misdemeanor call.  At all 

times, he has displayed professionalism and patience with his clients, including those with high 

needs.  He has readily helped his fellow defenders with implementation of the Pretrial Fairness 

Act.  Being in one of the remaining areas of law that fully litigates in person, John continually 

presents thoughtful legal arguments on behalf of his clients.  Of the several jury trials he has 

litigated, he has been successful with many of them and displayed professionalism and 

compassion for his clients. 

 

 John is an asset to his clients, his office, and criminal justice in McLean County.  He 

regularly attends the MCBA Criminal law CLEs and social events.  As he continues to connect 

to the McLean County community, we wish to recognize his quality work and professionalism.  

 

Sincerely,  

Ron Lewis  

McLean County Public Defender 

 

 


