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Received Thursday, 4-23-2026 

  

Submitted Information: 

Young Attorney Nominee's Name 
Charles Eisner 
 
Nominee's phone # 
5202759731 
 
Nominee's Date of Birth: Month/Year Only 
March/1991 
 
Nominee's Email 
charles.eisner.vabyqg@statefarm.com 
 
Nominee's Law Firm, Company/Organization & Address 
State Farm 
One State Farm Plaza, B3 
Bloomington, IL 61710 
 
1. Statement in Support of Nomination, if you use the upload option below, please just 
mark this box as n/a-uploaded 
Dear Members of the Young Lawyer of the Year Award Committee: 
 
I am writing to offer my strong support for the nomination of Charles Eisner for the McLean 
County Bar Association’s 2026 Young Lawyer of the Year Award. I have had the opportunity 
to observe Charlie's work closely—particularly in the areas of employment counseling and 
immigration compliance—and I can confidently say that he embodies the professionalism, 
legal judgment, and commitment to service that this award recognizes. 
 
This commitment to excellence is not accidental. In the Summer of 2021, Charlie interned 
with State Farm and the Company’s Law Department. That early experience reflected the 
foundation of careful analysis, professionalism, and responsibility that remains central to 
his work today. After sitting for the Illinois Bar Exam, Charlie joined the Law Department full-
time in August 2022 and has continued to demonstrate strong judgment, consistency, and a 
client-centered approach in his legal work. 
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Charlie serves on the Law Department’s HR/Agency unit, where he counsels on 
employment-related matters across the Enterprise. In this role, he provides practical, 
thoughtful guidance that helps HR and business stakeholders navigate complex issues 
while maintaining compliance with evolving legal requirements. 
 
In November 2022, Charlie was sworn into the Illinois Bar and almost immediately became 
Lead Immigration Counsel for State Farm. In that position, he counsels the Enterprise on 
immigration sponsorships, international travel, and Form I-9 compliance. This was a 
massive undertaking for someone who had only just recently earned his law license, and 
Charlie eagerly handled the opportunity with grace. He also remains actively engaged with 
the changing regulatory landscape—particularly with respect to H-1B developments—
continuing to provide analysis on rule changes by participating in U.S. Chamber calls, 
survey efforts, and by tracking litigation to help ensure State Farm’s concerns are 
considered and addressed. 
 
Charlie's impact is perhaps most apparent in his willingness to pair legal insight with 
continuous improvement. For a significant process improvement, he helped align 
immigration travel risk reviews to the appropriate business area, improving clarity and 
workflow while strengthening compliance outcomes. Beyond process work, he has 
contributed to several critical immigration matters, providing reliable counsel and careful 
analysis in situations where accuracy and timeliness are essential, particularly in an ever-
changing legal landscape. 
 
Charlie's professionalism and service also extend beyond day-to-day client needs. He is a 
member of the Law Department's Pro Bono Committee and was recognized for outstanding 
community impact through receiving the 2026 State Farm Law Department Pro Bono 
Award. His commitment to pro bono work is genuinely appreciated, and it adds meaningful 
luster to State Farm’s broader community service efforts in both Bloomington-Normal and 
beyond. 
 
A brief example that captures Charlie's approach is how he combines proactive monitoring 
of evolving rules with practical internal solutions. Whether while participating in industry 
dialogue on H-1B developments, attending legal conferences and webinars, collaborating 
with more tenured colleagues, or tuning into oral arguments at the Supreme Court of the 
United States, Charlie consistently ensures that legal guidance is both well-reasoned and 
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operationally effective—so the Enterprise can act with confidence and compliance. 
 
Overall, I believe Charlie is an outstanding candidate for the 2026 Young Lawyer of the Year 
Award because he combines legal excellence with leadership, service, and sound 
judgment. He is also a joy to be around and positively contributes to the Law Department 
through professionalism and friendship. Both the employment and immigration work is 
deeply personal and yet, Charlie never loses sight of what is at stake - often times an 
individual's employment status or lawful presence in the country. Through this work, he 
stays committed to his core values of empathy, integrity, kindness, and humility. State Farm 
and the Bloomington-Normal community are lucky to have him and are better off for his 
contributions. 
 
 
2. Employment History - written or upload resume 
Resume uploaded. 
 
 
3. Individual achievements in the practice of law 
Detailed in the Statement in Support of Nomination. 
 
Charlie is a member of the McLean County Bar Association, the Illinois State Bar 
Association, and the American Immigration Lawyers Association. 
 
Charlie was the recipient of the 2026 State Farm Law Department Pro Bono Award. 
 
Charlie is a member of the Law Department's Pro Bono Committee. 
 
Charlie is a member of the 11th Judicial Circuit's Pro Bono Committee. 
 
 
4. Service to the MCBA - community - pro bono service 
In 2025, Charlie worked with and provided pro bono legal services to seven organizations, 
with an emphasis on immigrant needs during tumultuous times. Those organizations are 
highlighted below. 
 
1) The Immigration Project 
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Charlie has provided pro bono legal services to the Immigration Project for three years and 
leaned into his expertise as immigration counsel for State Farm in assisting those with 
immigrant needs in the Bloomington-Normal community. In 2025, Charlie collectively 
logged 20 hours of pro bono work specifically at asylum workshops. During these 
workshops, individuals are able to better assess the asylum process and Charlie helped 
draft the relevant documentation and petitions to be subsequently filed. 
 
2) The New Americans Initiative 
NAI's legal clinics and workshops serve foreign-born Illinoisans who are eligible for green 
cards and naturalization. Charlie recognizes that by putting Illinoisans on a path to 
citizenship and providing pro bono services during civic engagement workshops, NAI can 
significantly increase the number of foreign-born voters in the state over the next five years, 
as well as their active participation in our democracy. NAI hosts a number of limited 
representation one-day legal clinics and workshops to help individuals in Illinois who are 
currently eligible for citizenship or who may become eligible within five years. Through these 
clinics, Charlie addressed the primary barriers to naturalization including: lack of 
knowledge about the process, inability to afford the filing fee, and difficulty passing the 
English proficiency portion of the naturalization interview. Charlie was there to help bridge 
those gaps and support fellow immigrants as they become active and informed citizens of 
the United States of America. 
 
3) Erie Neighborhood House 
 
4) The Immigrant and Refugee Ministry (IRM) at Old St. Patrick’s Church 
In 2025, Charlie offered his expertise and understanding of immigration law to an 
organization near and dear to his heart – the church his wife, Lauren, and he were married 
in. He now serves as a pro bono legal advisor to the IRM at Old St. Pat’s, which assists 
refugees and immigrations in three main ways: accompany immigrants and refugees by 
sponsoring families and walking alongside them in support and solidarity. They also assess 
immediate needs and respond with mercy, partnering with Heartland Alliance and other 
local programs. Additionally, Charlie helps educate the group and the parish about the 
issues facing immigrants and refugees so they can be better informed citizens. Lastly, 
Charlie helps advocate for just and compassionate policies around immigration, 
immigration reform, and refugee resettlement. In September, Charlie led a small group of 
ministry members to meet with Senator Dick Durbin to discuss immigrant needs in the 
Chicagoland area. 
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5) Chicago Volunteer Legal Services (CVLS) 
Charlie interned with CVLS while in law school during the summer of 2020 and takes that 
experience with and understanding of their services into assisting them on an individual 
basis. Charlie works with CVLS to help conduct remote, telephonic screenings that involve 
interviewing potential clients and screening for immigration relief and counseling clients. 
 
6) The American Bar Association’s Free Legal Answers Program in collaboration with the 
Public Interest Law Initiative 
Charlie has worked with the ABA’s Free Legal Answers program for three years and serves as 
the External Relations Manager to the ABA and PILI on the Law Department’s Good 
Neighbor Committee. Charlie not only answers questions on the ABA’s online platform, but 
he also helped facilitate the Free Legal Answers Clinic during the Law Department’s 2023 – 
2025 Pro Bono Weeks. During the 2025 clinic, attorneys worked either alone or partnered 
with others to review and answer questions in their respective states. Charlie works with the 
ABA and each state administrator to ensure the clinic runs smoothly and to track 
engagement with the platform. Additionally, Charlie maintains active communication with 
PILI to monitor for events in Illinois that individuals may participate in. Charlie is also tasked 
with obtaining financial assistance for PILI and engages with pro bono leadership to 
ascertain what, how, and how much State Farm would like to be involved. Through these 
efforts, State Farm continuously receives praise and recognition from PILI as a pro bono 
leader in Illinois. 
 
7) The McLean County Bar Association’s Guardian ad Litem Seminar 
2025 was the first year Charlie registered for the MCBA’s GAL seminar. While the seminar is 
not credited as pro bono work, the information obtained during the seminar will empower 
Charlie to take pro bono cases in the future as a GAL and to represent the best interests of 
children in McLean County for years to come. Charlie registered with the goal of advocating 
for children in the community. While in law school, Charlie interned as a GAL and 
thoroughly enjoyed the work. By registering for last year’s seminar and reviewing 
subsequent content, Charlie is equipping himself with the knowledge and skills to 
continuously turn his passions into realities and help those that need help the most. 
 
 
OPTIONAL: Your name and email. 



P a g e  | 6 
 

 
 

Submitted Files 

 
2. Employment History - Upload Resume or CV  
charles_eisner_resume.pdf 
 

  
  

 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fclick.promote.weebly.com%2fls%2fclick%3fupn%3du001.TsnlugUPpBx5KywsdGdUwu9fr-2F-2FljLntKABNMe6yFSYXssglbmtNpLlNV3lH817s2ewbHM9IPGcvc8JeRs-2FaR0M6sgFeyrJpmGslgqKNA1KZzSn2aRkMg2Ut6dsm5OWTQynq9D-2B8zidMHqcsl0G-2Fug-3D-3DCCFN_lRrqvesR31n2Jd-2F2RHkH2OmYArkya3-2FaJ31uEdA1FltQZFWQWdbzkiad9rpNkWC9a5Oyyqz-2BlliC-2B0l3s5FkqzQxV5j0ZwX3bIec7-2BuniRGh0cw-2BpeF3sq4BlJyEQIgk2LgyIRg-2FI6wOJfBV4gvlBCrkJ2wzuDA10ostOHUlkZ3D4pHfoxhu3Cv1VaBFvMo4aNsCIgFWYjFUnDVNZxEj5iARSBG-2Fh9TOrbZirJbVRBk-3D&c=E,1,VOu8p7lK9tGPZAkYjy6x65eFNg7Cv4vS27UJj3pNto5sfM62kwQdV4runyT8M25fcC_R1Gtnx7qLGC6ZvccFK_QjZVIew51N6BRHbHLcZAP9GSPgt8C-WwMe&typo=1

