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Submitted Information:

Lincoln Award of Excellence Attorney Nominee's Name
J. Casey Costigan

Nominee's phone #
309-888-5254

Nominee's Law Firm, Company/Organization and Address
Circuit Court of McLean County

104 W. Front Street

Bloomington, IL 61701

Statement in Support of Nomination

It is my honor to nominate my colleague and friend, the Honorable J.
Casey Costigan, for the Lincoln Award of Excellence. | can think of no one
better positioned to represent the legal community of McLean County.
The son and grandson of attorneys, he joined his family's firm but quickly
made a name for himself, successfully defending and then pursuing civil
litigation.

He has served this Bar Association and community with integrity, dignity,
and humility. On the bench, Judge Costigan is a team player who has

always been willing to pitch in when needed, whether he was a first-year
Associate or the Chief Judge. He leads with kindness and common sense.

His level of care and concern for those who appear before him,

particularly youth, cannot be gleaned from a resume. Being a role model
and mentor to an active family of six children has undoubtedly served as
a contributing factor. As the judge hearing juvenile delinquency cases, he
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balances protecting our community with compassionately encouraging
those who appear before him to change their path. From peer mentor
programs for emerging adult populations to presenting to high schoolers
about the legal and personal consequences of drug and alcohol use,
Judge Costigan has consistently been a champion of innovative
programming for young people.

When he retires this fall, | will miss his wisdom and most of all, his stories.
Hearing him tell a story (especially about his younger days) always
provides comic relief. While | am confident there may be some
embellishment in the stories he tells, there is no embellishment of the
mark he has made upon the McLean County Bar Association.

Individual achievements in the practice of law

Judge Costigan practiced civil litigation with his family's law firm of
Costigan and Wollrab for fifteen years before being appointed Associate
Circuit Judge in 2006. In 2014, he was appointed to fill a Circuit Judge
vacancy by the lllinois Supreme Court and was subsequently elected to
the position unopposed.

Most of his judicial career has been dedicated to the Criminal Division in
McLean County, serving seventeen years there. He was appointed the
presiding judge of the Criminal Division in 2016. He heard major felony
cases for eight years and served as the Drug Court's presiding judge.

In 2022, and again in 2024, Judge Costigan was selected as Chief Judge of
the Eleventh Judicial Circuit, supervising twenty judges and overseeing all
judicial operations across five counties.

Employment History - written or upload resume
Please see attached.

Service to the MCBA-the Community-pro bono service

Judge Costigan has served on numerous boards and committees,
including the lllinois Judicial Performance Evaluation Committee, the
Conference of Chief Judges' Juvenile Courts Committee, and lllinois
Supreme Court's Juvenile Detention Practices Task Force. He was recently
appointed by the Supreme Court to serve as a judicial liaison to the
transition committee for the lllinois FAIR Act (establishing lllinois' first
statewide office of public defense).

Judge Costigan was a longstanding member of the Bloomington YMCA
Board of Directors as well as various MCBA committees.

OPTIONAL: Your name and email.
Rebecca Foley judge.foley@mcleancountyil.gov
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Employment History - Upload Resume or CV
costigan_biography_3-12-26.pdf
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