
Chief Judge J. Casey Costigan - Biography 

 J. Casey Costigan grew up in Bloomington-Normal and attended Central Catholic High 

School and was later honored as a Distinguished Alumni by the school. He went on to earn a 

Bachelor of Arts degree from Indiana University in 1988, followed by a Juris Doctorate from 

Thomas M. Cooley Law School in 1991.  

After completing his legal education, Judge Costigan returned to Bloomington, where he 

practiced in civil litigation for 15 years at the law firm of Costigan & Wollrab, P.C. In 2006, he 

was appointed Associate Circuit Judge, and in 2014, the Illinois Supreme Court selected him to 

fill a Circuit Judge vacancy. He was subsequently elected to that position unopposed. 

Judge Costigan has dedicated most of his judicial career to the Criminal Division in 

McLean County. He has spent seventeen years in the Criminal Division and two years in the 

Family Division. In 2016 he was appointed presiding judge of the Criminal Division in McLean 

County. He heard major felony cases for eight years. In 2022, he was selected as Chief Judge of 

Illinois’ 11th Judicial Circuit. In this role, he oversees all judicial operations across five counties 

and supervises twenty judges. He also currently presides over the juvenile delinquency docket.  

In addition to his judicial responsibilities, Judge Costigan has served on numerous 

community boards and committees. He serves as a mentor judge and a past member of the 

Illinois Judicial Performance Evaluation Committee where he has worked to improve judicial 

performance throughout the state. He was appointed as a judicial liaison for the 

implementation of the Pretrial Fairness Act. He currently chairs the Conference of Chief Judges’ 

Juvenile Courts Committee and is the member of the Supreme Court’s Juvenile Detention 

Practices Task Force. He has recently been appointed by the Supreme Court as a judicial liaison 

to the transition committee for the Illinois FAIR Act.  

Judge Costigan is a frequent presenter to various groups on relevant judicial topics. He is 

particularly passionate about education and youth, and as a lead presenter on “7 Reasons to 

Leave the Party”, a program designed to educate high school students about the legal and 

personal consequences of drug and alcohol abuse.  

Outside the courtroom, Judge Costigan enjoys all sports, not the least of which being 

running, as he has completed three marathons and numerous triathlons. He enjoys all outdoor 

activities. He also enjoys cooking and has competed in the Kansas City Barbecue Society (KCBS) 

Circuit. He has been married to his wife, Beth, for over thirty-one years who was also born and 

raised in Bloomington. They have six children: five boys and one girl.  


