
Spencer Chikahisa 
(309) 830-7184 
Normal, Illinois 

schik6@live.com 

 
EDUCATION:  
Northern Illinois University College of Law (Magna Cum Laude)                                                                                                Dekalb, Illinois                                                                                                     

● President of NIU’s Phi Alpha Delta Chapter                                                                                                      August 2017-May 2020 
● President of Trial Advocacy Society 
● Executive Board Member of Moot Court Society                                                                                                   

 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign                                                                                                               Champaign, Illinois 

● Bachelor’s Degree in English                                                                                                                                 August 2013-May 2017 
 

WORK EXPERIENCE:     
Assistant State’s Attorney - McLean County                                                                                              Bloomington, Illinois 

● Prosecuted felony, and misdemeanor offenses                                          January 2021-Present 
● Represented the State in McLean County civil asset forfeiture proceedings  

 
Instructional Assistant Professor – Illinois State University       Normal, Illinois 

 Taught Trial Advocacy in the Department of Politics and Government       January 2026 – Present 
 
Assistant Coach - Illinois State University Undergraduate Mock Trial Team       Normal, Illinois 

 Taught undergraduate students concepts like trial advocacy and evidence            August 2021-Present 
 Assisted students with creating case theories and presenting arguments  

 
Instructor Macon County Law Enforcement Training Center          Decatur, Illinois 

● Instructed law courses as they relate to law enforcement         November 2024-Present 
● Assisted police recruits with learning basic principals of trial testimony   

 
DeKalb County State’s Attorney’s Office Externship (711)                                                                                                             DeKalb, Illinois 

● Gained litigation experience in traffic and DUI court calls                                                                        January 2020-April 2020 
● Presented cases to the grand jury 

 
STUDENT ACTIVITIES: 
NIU Criminal Defense Clinic (711)                                                                                                                                                    Rockford, Illinois 

● Defended indigent defendants in felony and misdemeanor cases                                                            August 2019-April 2020 
● Gained experience interacting with clients  

 
Captain of the University of Illinois Mock Trial Team                                                                                                             Champaign, Illinois 

● Gained valuable experience in a simulated courtroom setting                                                                                          2015-2017 
● Grew as a leader and teacher to my team  
● Competed in competitions around the nation  

 
AWARDS/HONORS: 
Best Advocate of Constance Baker Motley Mock Trial Competition - Midwest Regional      Chicago, Illinois 

● Competed on a team of four in the Black Law Students Association Mock Trial Competition      February 2019 
● Our team advanced to the quarterfinals of the competition  

 
Finalist of National Latino Law Student Association Moot Court Competition                                                             New York, New York 

● Placed 2nd overall in a national moot court competition                                                                                               October 2018 
● Competed in the 2nd Circuit Court of Appeals in front of a panel of federal judges 


