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 Bloomington has always been my home. Even though I was born in Michigan, 

and I still root for Detroit’s sports teams, my family moved to Bloomington when I was 

just 2 years old. In order to understand my aspirations, the meaning of my education, 

and contributions I want to make to society, and how they relate to McLean County, it 

is important to understand my background. 

  

 Junior High School. Chiddix. 7th grade, Mr. Porter’s classroom. The assignment 

was to work in teams to either prosecute or defend the soldiers involved in the Boston 

Massacre. My team of “defense attorneys” represented the soldiers, and our trial was 

the only one, out of 5 trials, where the soldiers were found “not guilty.” From that 

moment forward, I decided that I wanted to be a lawyer. 

 

 High School. Normal Community. Kevin Suess and Stefen Robinson were both 

responsible at different times for keeping the school’s Mock Trial program alive. The 

program was coached by students who graduated in the previous years. I loved it 

immediately. I was on the team for 3 years in high school, and then returned after 

graduating to help coach my home program in Bloomington/Normal. I am still involved 

to this day with the program and their head coach, Kevin Shackley. 

 

 Once I graduated from Heartland Community College in 2017, I attended Illinois 

State. Still living at home in Bloomington, I was equally excited to remain connected to 

Mock Trial, both at the collegiate level as a competitor, and as a coach at the high school 

level. Professor Tom McClure offered me a Mock Trial scholarship, which I happily 

accepted. 
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Around this same time, I learned about a local law firm that could use an intern. 

I interviewed with the attorney at the firm, Mr. Brian Galloway. I began working for 

him in 2017 as a Junior at ISU. I remained there until I started law school in August, 

2019. Within a year, I loved the estate planning, administration, and real estate work 

that Mr. Galloway did, and I wanted to stay involved with the kind of help that it gave 

to people. 

 

 Throughout my time with ISU Mock Trial, I made connections and met mentors. 

Judge Scott Kording was my first coach, assisted by Josh Rinker. My first year on the 

team solidified my desire to go to law school, gave me tools to be successful in law 

school, and provided me with the space I needed to grow professionally among like-

minded students and friends. When it came time for me to apply to law school, where 

else to go than University of Illinois? I already knew I wanted to return to Bloomington 

after my graduation, and UIUC was the best option for me. 

 

 I spent my 1L summer in the McLean County Law and Justice Center, working 

for Judge Kording, and I spent my 2L summer at Mr. Galloway’s firm in Bloomington, 

Gaelway Legal Services, LLC. I continued to stay connected to the program that meant 

so much to me in high school, helping to coach Mock Trial at Normal Community 

whenever I could. Over my 2L summer, I received an email. Professor McClure was 

asking if I would be interested in helping to coach Mock Trial at ISU. I am now Josh’s 

assistant coach at ISU. 

 

 What are my aspirations? Help students succeed through the programs that got 

me where I am today. Help members of the Bloomington-Normal community with their 
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needs as they age. Gain my own client base, and provide them with assistance over long 

periods of time. Why is my law school education important to me? There is no other 

education in this country that can give me the tools to have a positive impact on so 

many peoples’ lives. What future contributions will I make? If I can help my students 

even a fraction as much as my mentors helped me, I will be happy. My goal is to help 

my students, my clients, and my peers be successful however I can, through whatever 

interaction I happen to have with any particular person. For me, that’s not a job, that’s 

just life. 


