Jason M. Cieslik, J.D.
645 School Dr.
Bourbonnais, IL 60914
(cell) (630) 276-8340
jason.cieslik@att.net

Education
Juris Doctor, cum laude May 2004
Western Michigan University, Thomas M. Cooley Law School, Lansing, Ml
e (Casenote: Jason M. Cieslik, There’s A Drive. ... Way Back. . .. It Might Be. ... Another Lawsuit:
Popov v. Hayashi, 20 T.M. Cooley L. Rev. 605 (2003)

Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice May 2001
Washburn University, Topeka, KS

Teaching, Program Coordination & Academic Advising
Legal Studies Assistant Professor August 2020 — Current
Legal Studies, Department of Politics & Government, lllinois State University, Normal, IL
e Planned, organized, and taught LGS 201 — Introduction to Law for Paralegals; LGS 203 — Legal
Research I; LGS 370 — Litigation I; LGS 371 — Litigation Il; and LGS 372 — Employment Law.

e Incorporated practical and work-based exercises into both courses, including legal drafting

assignments, and practical group activities designed to mimic the legal environment.

e Assisted students outside of the classroom with questions and projects related to coursework.
Academic Advisor August 2020 - Current
Legal Studies, Department of Politics & Government, lllinois State University, Normal, IL

e Assisted students with planning their academic schedules.

e Assisted students with course requests.

e Drafted petitions for classes to be accepted as credit for graduation.
Provided overrides for students when necessary.
Provided career guidance in relation to the student’s desired career path.
e Assisted transfer students with articulation of courses.
e Presented department information to new students during summer Preview.
e Attended and assisted students during University Open Houses.

University/Department Committees
e Dept. of Politics & Government Curriculum Committee August 2021 - August 2022

Legal Studies Instructor August 2012 - August 2020
Paralegal & Criminal Justice Studies, South Suburban College, South Holland, IL
e Planned and taught several courses in the Paralegal and Criminal Justice Programs including:
Fundamentals of Paralegalism, Litigation, Evidence & Investigation, Research & Writing |,
Research & Writing Il, Paralegal Internship, Introduction to Business Law, Introduction to
Criminal Justice, Criminal Law, Criminology, and Evidence & Criminal Procedure.
e Incorporated practical and work-based exercises into all courses, such as: legal drafting
assignments, mock trials, mock interviews, mock police exams, and scenario-based practices.


mailto:jason.cieslik@att.net

Program Coordinator August 2012 — August 2020
Paralegal Studies, South Suburban College, South Holland, IL

Responsible for maintaining compliance with the ABA guidelines for re-approval.

Authored and completed the compliance reports for the ABA.

Counseled, advised, and mentored students with curriculum direction and career guidance.
Developed, facilitated, and managed the annual Law Day event that included: hosting the First
District Appellate Court conduct live oral arguments, drug detection K9 scenarios, and mock
crime scenes.

Assisted students seeking employment with resumes, interview techniques, and overall job
preparation.

Prepared and maintained job opportunities for students seeking job placement, and worked
with firms/legal employers who were seeking graduates of the Program.

Prepared and evaluated assessment activities related to all Legal Specialty courses.

Prepared the agenda and lead the discussions for the Advisory Board bi-annually.

Facilitated relationships with local law firms and the Sixth Municipal District of Cook County for
internship opportunities for students.

Coordinated and facilitated training for adjunct faculty.

Drafted budget requests and submitted expense reports for Perkins funding.

Assisted in coordinating the local high school mock trial competition with the Sixth Municipal
District of Cook County.

Assisted with recruiting of students at high schools and numerous events throughout the school
year to market the Paralegal Program.

Assisted the Marketing and Recruiting departments with the development and implementation
of enrollment and retention strategies.

Responsible for developing semester course schedules.

Created and coordinated the SSC Student/Alumni Paralegal Organization.

Assisted in advertising, interviewing and hiring of adjunct faculty for Paralegal courses.
Coordinated Open Houses for the Program.

Coordinated with four (4) year institutions to create articulation agreements.

Program Coordinator January 2014 — August 2020
Criminal Justice Studies, South Suburban College, South Holland, IL

Counseled, advised, and mentored students with curriculum direction and career guidance.
Developed and evaluated assessment activities as they related to the Criminal Justice Program
Goals.

Facilitated internship opportunities for students at local police departments.

Coordinated and facilitated advisory meetings with adjunct faculty and advisory board
members.

Responsible for developing semester course schedules.

Assisted in advertising, interviewing and hiring of adjunct faculty for Criminal Justice courses.
Assisted the Marketing and Recruiting departments with the development and implementation
of enrollment and retention strategies.

Drafted budget requests and submitted expense reports for Perkins funding.

Coordinated with local, State, and Federal law enforcement agencies to provide on campus
practical experiences to assist with classroom theory.



Adjunct Faculty August 2006 — May 2020
Paralegal/Legal Assistant Studies, Kankakee Community College, Kankakee, IL
e Taught several courses in the Paralegal/Legal Studies Program, including: Evidence &
Investigation, Real Property, Criminal Law, Introduction to Business Law, and team taught
Introduction to Paralegal Studies.

Adjunct Faculty January 2007 — May 2012
Criminal Justice, Governors State University, University Park, IL
e Taught Master’s level courses in Theories of Crime and Deviance, Criminology, and Computer
Crimes.

College Committee Participation

e Team Leader for HLC Report, Criterion 4. January 2018 — March 2019
e QOutcomes Assessment Committee Member August 2018 — August 2020
e Academic Standards Committee Member August 2017 - August 2020
e Strategic Planning Committee January 2014 — December 2014

Legal Experience
Hearing Officer December 2018 - Current
Village of Merrionette Park, Merrionette Park, IL

e Responsible for the adjudication of contested citations for violations of local ordinances.

e Administered oaths and affirmations in contested hearings.

e Ruled upon offers of proof and evidence.

e Presented seminar on updated lllinois Criminal Law and Procedure to sworn personnel.

Partner July 2007 — August 2012
Barmann, Bohlen, Jacobi & Cieslik, P.C., Kankakee, IL
e Co-managed the litigation division.
e Managed, resolved and litigated all aspects of cases from inception to completion in the areas
of: family law, criminal law, personal injury, insurance defense, and other civil matters.
e Prepared and tried numerous cases in civil and criminal courtrooms.
e Prepared for, and participated in numerous mediations, and arbitrations.
e Prepared for and participated in numerous hearings before the State of Illinois hearing
authority.
e Developed marketing strategies for the firm.
e Hired and supervised paralegals for employment and internships.
e Assisted in the financial management of firm activities and expenses.

Assistant State’s Attorney May 2005 - July 2007
Kankakee County State’s Attorney’s Office, Kankakee, IL

e Prosecuted criminal matters in the traffic and misdemeanor divisions.

e Resolved cases through plea or trial.

e Interviewed and prepared witnesses for hearing and trial.

e Reviewed cases for determination of charges.

e Instructed local police agencies on changes in the law and other evidentiary issues.

e Prepared, organized and presented evidence to the Grand Jury.

e Supervised paralegal interns and law clerks.



Intern/Associate January 2004 — May 2005
Lagattuta, DeGrazia & Mason, P.C., Schaumburg, IL

e Appeared in court for motion hearings.

e Conducted arbitration hearings.

e Prepared and drafted pleadings and discovery in civil disputes.

e Researched legal issues for senior partners when requested.

Publications
e (Casenote: Jason M. Cieslik, There’s A Drive. ... Way Back. ... It Might Be. ... Another Lawsuit:
Popov v. Hayashi, 20 T.M. Cooley L. Rev. 605 (2003)
e Comment: Jason M. Cieslik, J.D., A New Approach to Felony-Murder in lllinois, 42 N. lll. U. L. Rev.
243 (2022)

Presentations
e (Cieslik, J. (Author & Presenter) "The Amended Statute and Application of the Felony-Murder
Rule in lllinois," Lecture/Oral, Conference, Presented, AAfPE 40th National Conference -
Scholarship & Research, AAfPE, Virtual — Live.

Honors & Awards

e Pre-tenure Faculty Initiative Grant 2022
e New Faculty Initiative Grant 2021
e Qutstanding Faculty Member of the Year — South Suburban College 2016
e Selected to lllinois Rising Stars by Illinois Super Lawyers 2012
e Selected as an Honorary Member of LEX Kankakee Community College 2012

Professional Licenses
e Admitted to the lllinois State Bar 2004
e Admitted to the Central District Court of lllinois 2010

Professional Memberships
e Member of the South Suburban Bar Association/Board Member 2015 — 2018 2014 — 2020

e  Sixth District Mock Trial Advisory Board 2013 - 2020

e Member of AAfPE 2012 - Current

e Member of the Kankakee Kiwanis Club, Secretary of the Board. 2009 - 2012

e Member of the Kankakee Community College Paralegal/Legal Assistant Studies Advisory
Committee 2009 - 2012,

2016 - 2020

e Member of the Kankakee County Bar Association 2007 - 2012

e Member of the lllinois State Bar Association 2004 — Current

e Thomas M. Cooley Law Review 2003



