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Currentness

(a) Purpose. Trial courts have a special responsibility in cases involving the care and custody or allocation of parental
responsibilities of children. When a child is a ward of the court, the physical and emotional well-being of the child is literally
the business of the court. The purpose of this article (Rules 900 ef seq.) is to expedite cases affecting the custody or allocation
of parental responsibilities of a child, to ensure the coordination of custody or allocation of parental responsibilities matters
filed under different statutory Acts, and to focus child custody or allocation of parental responsibilities proceedings on the best
interests of the child, while protecting the rights of other parties to the proceedings.

(b) (1) Definitions. For the purposes of this article, “child custody or allocation of parental responsibilities proceeding” means
an action affecting child custody or allocation of parental responsibilities, visitation, or parenting time. “Relocation” means an
action involving relocation of a minor child pursuant to section 609.2 of the Illinois Marriage and Dissolution of Marriage Act
(750 ILCS 5/609). “Child” means a person who has not attained the age of 18.

(b)(2) Part A. Scope. Rules 900 through 920, except as stated therein, apply to all child custody or allocation of parental
responsibilities proceedings initiated under article II, III, or IV of the Juvenile Court Act of 1987, the Illinois Marriage and
Dissolution of Marriage Act, the Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act, the Illinois Parentage Act of 2015,
the Illinois Domestic Violence Act of 1986 and article 112A of the Code of Criminal Procedure of 1963, and guardianship
matters involving a minor under article XI of the Probate Act of 1975.

(b)(3) Part B. Scope of Rules 921 through 940. Rules 921 through 940 apply to allocation of parental responsibilities proceedings
initiated under the Illinois Marriage and Dissolution of Marriage Act, and the Illinois Parentage Act of 2015.

(b)(4) Part C. Scope of Rule 942. Rule 942 applies to child custody proceedings under articles II, III, and IV of the Juvenile
Court Act of 1987.

(c) Applicability of Other Rules. Applicable provisions of articles I and II of these rules shall continue to apply in child custody
or allocation of parental responsibilities proceedings except as noted in this article.

Credits
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(a) Expedited Hearings. Child custody and allocation of parental responsibilities proceedings shall be scheduled and heard
on an expedited basis. Hearings in child custody and allocation of parental responsibilities proceedings shall be held in strict
compliance with applicable deadlines established by statute or by this article.

(b) Setting of Hearings. Hearings in child custody and allocation of parental responsibilities proceedings shall be set for specific
times and state whether parties shall appear in person or remotely, including by telephone or video conference. At each hearing,
the next hearing shall be scheduled, and the parties shall be notified of the date and time of the next hearing and whether
the parties shall appear in person or remotely, including by telephone or video conference. Hearings rescheduled following a
continuance shall be set for the earliest possible date.

(c) Continuances. Parties, witnesses and counsel shall be held accountable for attending hearings in child custody and
allocation of parental responsibilities proceedings. Continuances shall not be granted in child custody and allocation of parental
responsibilities proceedings except for good cause shown and may be granted if the continuance is consistent with the health,
safety and best interests of the child. The party requesting the continuance and the reasons for the continuance shall be
documented in the record.

(d) In any child custody, allocation of parental responsibilities, or relocation proceeding taken under advisement by the trial
court, the trial judge shall render its decision as soon as possible but not later than 60 days after the completion of the trial
or hearing.

(e) Appeals. Appeals from orders entered in child custody and allocation of parental responsibilities proceedings shall be
pursuant to the applicable civil appeals rules. All such proceedings shall be expedited according to Rules 311(a) and 315(i).

Credits
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(a) Complaint or Petition. The initial complaint or petition in a child custody or allocation of parental responsibilities
proceeding shall state (1) whether the child involved is the subject of any other child custody or allocation of parental
responsibilities proceeding pending before another division of the circuit court, or another court or administrative body of
[llinois or of any other state, an Indian tribe, or a foreign country and (2) whether any order affecting the custody, allocation of
parental responsibilities, visitation, or parenting time of the child has been entered by the circuit court or any of its divisions,
or by another court or administrative body of Illinois or of any other state, an Indian tribe, or a foreign country. If any child
custody or allocation of parental responsibilities proceeding is pending with respect to the child, or any order has been entered
with respect to the custody, allocation of parental responsibilities, visitation, or parenting time of the child, the initial complaint
or petition shall identify the tribunal involved and the parties to the action.

(b) Verification of Initial Complaint or Petition. The plaintiff or petitioner in a child custody or allocation of parental
responsibilities proceeding shall verify the pleadings required by paragraph (a) of this rule. If the plaintiff or petitioner is a
public agency, the verification shall be on information and belief of the attorney filing the pleading and shall state that reasonable
efforts were made to obtain all information relevant to the matters verified.

(c) Answer or Appearance. In a child custody or allocation of parental responsibilities proceeding the defendant's (or
respondent's) answer, if required, shall include a verified disclosure of any relevant information known to the defendant (or
respondent) regarding any pending proceedings or orders described in paragraph (a) of this rule. Any defendant or respondent
who appears but is not required to file an answer in the child custody or allocation of parental responsibilities matter shall be
questioned under oath by the court at the party's first appearance before the court regarding any proceedings or orders described
in paragraph (a) of this rule.

(d) Continuing Duty. The parties have a continuing duty to disclose information relating to other pending child custody
or allocation of parental responsibilities proceedings or any existing orders affecting the custody, allocation of parental
responsibilities, visitation, or parenting time of the child, and shall immediately disclose to the court and the other parties to the
proceeding any such information obtained after the initial pleadings, answer or appearance.

Credits
Adopted February 10, 2006, effective July 1, 2006. Amended Mar. 8, 2016, eff. immediately.
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Whenever possible and appropriate, all child custody and allocation of parental responsibilities proceedings relating to an
individual child shall be conducted by a single judge. Each judicial circuit shall adopt a rule or order providing for assignment

and coordination of child custody and allocation of parental responsibilities proceedings. Assignments in child custody and
allocation of parental responsibilities proceedings shall be in accordance with the circuit rule or order then in force.

Credits
Adopted February 10, 2006, effective July 1, 2006. Amended Mar. 8, 2016, eff. immediately

I.L.C.S. S. Ct. Rule 903, IL R S CT Rule 903
Current with amendments received through April 15, 2025. Some rules may be more current, see credits for details.

End of Document © 2025 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works.

WESTLAW



Rule 904. Case Management Conferences, IL R S CT Rule 904

West's Smith-Hurd Illinois Compiled Statutes Annotated
Court Rules
Illinois Supreme Court Rules (Refs & Annos)
Article IX. Child Custody or Allocation of Parental Responsibilities Proceedings
Part A. Rules of General Application to Child Custody or Allocation of Parental Responsibilities Proceedings

ILCS S. Ct. Rule 904
Formerly cited as IL ST S. Ct. Rule 904

Rule 904. Case Management Conferences

Currentness

In child custody proceedings other than cases under articles II, III and IV of the Juvenile Court Act of 1987, and cases under
the Illinois Marriage and Dissolution of Marriage Act and the Illinois Parentage Act of 1984 provided for under Part B of this
article (see Rule 923), an initial case management conference pursuant to Rule 218 shall be held not later than 90 days after the
petition or complaint has been served upon the respondent. If not previously resolved, the court shall address the appointment
of a guardian ad litem or counsel for the child and counsel for any indigent party entitled to the assistance of appointed counsel
at the initial case management conference.

Credits
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(a) Each judicial circuit shall establish a program to provide mediation for cases involving the custody or allocation of parental
responsibilities of a child or relocation of a child or visitation or parenting time issues (whether or not the parties have
been married). In addition to the minimum requirements set forth in subparagraph (b)(2) of Rule 99, local circuit court rules
for mediation in child custody, allocation of parental responsibilities, relocation, visitation, and parenting time cases shall
address: (i) mandatory training for mediators; (ii) limitation of the mediation program to child custody, allocation of parental
responsibilities, relocation, visitation, and parenting time issues; (iii) (unless otherwise provided for in this article) standards to
determine which child custody, allocation of parental responsibilities, relocation, visitation, and parenting time issues should be
referred to mediation and the time for referral; and (iv) excuse from referral to mediation if the court determines an impediment to
mediation exists. The immunity and approval requirements of subparagraph (b)(1) of Rule 99 shall apply to mediation programs
for child custody, allocation of parental responsibilities, relocation, visitation, and parenting time matters.

(b) Each judicial circuit shall establish a program to provide mediation for dissolution of marriage and paternity cases involving
the custody, allocation of parental responsibilities of a child, relocation of a child, visitation or parenting time issues (whether or
not the parties have been married). In addition to the minimum requirements set forth in subparagraph (b)(2) of Rule 99, local
circuit court rules for mediation in dissolution of marriage and paternity cases shall address: (i) mandatory expertise requirements
of a mediator; (ii) mandatory training for mediators; (iii) limitation of the mediation program to child custody, allocation of
parental responsibilities, relocation, visitation, and parenting time issues; and (iv) referral of child custody, allocation of parental
responsibilities, relocation, visitation, and parenting time issues to mediation, pursuant to Rule 923(a)(3), unless the court
determines an impediment to mediation exists. The immunity and approval requirements of subparagraph (b)(1) of Rule 99
shall apply to mediation programs for child custody, allocation of parental responsibilities, relocation, visitation, and parenting
time matters. In cases where a litigant can only communicate in a language other than English, the court will make a good-
faith effort to provide a mediator, and a pro bono attorney where applicable, and/or an interpreter who speaks the language of
the litigant who needs English assistance.

(¢) Every judicial circuit shall file a quarterly report with the Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts setting out the number
of custody, allocation of parental responsibilities, visitation, parenting time, and relocation cases referred to mediation, the
number of custody, allocation of parental responsibilities, visitation, parenting time, and relocation cases where mediation was
referred but did not proceed, the number of cases referred on a pro bono basis, the number of cases where mediation proceeded
remotely for any of the case participants who appeared remotely, the number of cases where there was a full settlement, the
number of cases where there was a partial settlement, and the percentage of cases wherein the parties were satisfied or unsatisfied
with the process. Every judicial circuit shall require the completion of a mediation report filled out by a mediator on every
custody, allocation of parental responsibilities, visitation, parenting time, and relocation case referred to mediation as well as
the parties' evaluation of the mediation on forms prescribed by the Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts. The information
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contained in the mediator and parties' evaluation reports shall remain confidential and shall only be utilized for administrative
and statistical purposes as well as the court's review of the efficacy of the mediation program.

(d) In addition to meeting the requirements of Rule 905(a), (b), and (c), local circuit rules may also impose other requirements
as deemed necessary by the individual circuits.

Credits
Adopted Feb. 10, 2006, eff. Jan. 1, 2007. Amended May 19, 2006, eff. Jan. 1, 2007; July 1, 2013, eff. Sept. 1, 2013; Mar. §,
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(a) Statement of Purpose. This rule is promulgated to insure that counsel who are appointed by the court to participate in child
custody, allocation of parental responsibilities, visitation, and parenting time matters, as delineated in Rule 900(b)(2), possess
the ability, knowledge, and experience to do so in a competent and professional manner. To this end, each circuit court of this
state shall develop a set of qualifications and educational requirements for attorneys appointed by the court to represent children
in child custody and allocation of parental responsibilities cases and guardianship cases when custody or visitation is an issue
and shall further develop a plan for the procurement of qualified attorneys in accordance with the plan.

(b) Submission of Qualifications and Plan. The Chief Judge of a judicial circuit shall be responsible for the creation of the
qualifications and Plan and for submitting them to the Conference of Chief Judges for approval. The Chief Judges of two or
more contiguous judicial circuits may submit a Plan for the creation of a single set of qualifications and Plan encompassing
those judicial circuits or encompassing contiguous counties within the circuits.

(¢) Qualifications and Plan. The qualifications shall provide that the attorney is licensed and in good standing with the Illinois
Supreme Court. Certification requirements may address minimum experience requirements for attorneys appointed by the court
to represent minor children. In addition, the qualifications may include one or all of the following which are recommended: (1)
Prior to appointment the attorney shall have 10 hours in the two years prior to the date the attorney qualifies for appointment
in approved continuing legal education courses in the following areas: child development; roles of guardian ad litem and child
representative; ethics in child custody and allocation of parental responsibilities cases; relevant substantive state, federal, and
case law in custody, allocation of parental responsibilities, visitation, and parenting time matters; implicit bias; family dynamics,
including substance abuse, domestic abuse, and mental health issues. (2) Periodic continuing education in approved child
related courses shall be required to maintain qualification as an attorney eligible to be appointed by the court in child custody,
allocation of parental responsibilities, visitation, and parenting time cases. (3) Requirements for initial pro bono representation.
(4) Attorneys who work for governmental agencies may meet the requirements of this rule by attending appropriate in-house
legal education classes.

(d) Conference of Chief Judges Review and Approval. The Conference of Chief Judges shall review and approve the Plan
or may request that the Chief Judge modify the submitted list of qualifications and Plan. Upon approval, the Chief Judge of
each circuit shall be responsible for administering the program and insuring compliance. An attorney approved to be appointed
by the Court to participate in child custody, allocation of parental responsibilities, visitation, and parenting time matters under
a Plan approved in one county or judicial circuit shall have reciprocity to participate in child custody, allocation of parental
responsibilities, visitation, and parenting time matters in other counties and judicial circuits in Illinois.
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(a) Every child representative, attorney for a child and guardian ad litem shall adhere to all ethical rules governing attorneys
in professional practice, be mindful of any conflicts in the representation of children and take appropriate action to address
such conflicts.

(b) Every child representative, attorney for a minor child and guardian ad litem shall have the right to interview his or her
client(s) without any limitation or impediment. Upon appointment of a child representative, attorney for the child or guardian
ad litem, the trial court shall enter an order to allow access to the child and all relevant documents.

(¢) As soon as practicable, the child representative, attorney for the child or guardian ad litem shall interview the child, or if the
child is too young to be interviewed, the attorney should, at a minimum, observe the child. The child representative, attorney
for the child or guardian ad litem shall also take whatever reasonable steps are necessary to obtain all information pertaining
to issues affecting the child, including interviewing family members and others possessing special knowledge of the child's
circumstances.

(d) The child representative, attorney for the child or guardian ad litem shall take whatever reasonable steps are necessary
to determine what services the family needs to address the custody or allocation of parental responsibilities dispute, make
appropriate recommendations to the parties, and seek appropriate relief in court, if required, in order to serve the best interest
of the child.

(e) The child representative, attorney for the child or guardian ad litem shall determine whether a settlement of the custody or
allocation of parental responsibilities dispute can be achieved by agreement, and, to the extent feasible, shall attempt to resolve
such disputes by an agreement that serves the best interest of the child.

Credits
Adopted February 10, 2006, effective July 1, 2006. Amended Mar. 8, 2016, eff. immediately.
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(a) Meeting the challenge of deciding child custody and allocation of parental responsibilities cases fairly and expeditiously
requires experience or training in a broad range of matters including, but not limited to: (1) child development, child psychology
and family dynamics; (2) domestic violence issues; (3) alternative dispute resolution strategies; (4) child sexual abuse issues;
(5) financial issues in these matters; (6) addiction and treatment issues; (7) statutory time limitations; (8) cultural and diversity
issues; and (9) implicit bias.

(b) Judges should have experience or training in the matters described in paragraph (a) of this rule before hearing these cases.
Before a judge is assigned to hear child custody cases or allocation of parental responsibilities cases, the Chief Judge of the
judicial circuit should consider the judge's judicial and legal experience, any prior training the judge has completed and any
training that may be available to the judge before he or she will begin hearing these cases.

(¢) Judges who, by specific assignment or otherwise, may be called upon to hear child custody or allocation of parental
responsibilities cases should participate in judicial education opportunities available on these topics, such as attending those
sessions or portions of the Education Conference, presented bi-annually at the direction of the Supreme Court, which address
the topics described in paragraph (a) of this rule. Judges may also elect to participate in any other Judicial Conference
Judicial Education Seminars addressing these topics, participate in other judicial education programs approved for the award of
continuing judicial education credit by the Supreme Court, complete individual training through the Internet, computer training
programs, video presentations, or other relevant programs. The Chief Judges of the judicial circuits should make reasonable
efforts to ensure that judges have the opportunity to attend programs approved for the award of continuing judicial education
credit by the Supreme Court which address the topics and issues described in paragraph (a) of this rule.

Credits
Adopted February 10, 2006, effective July 1, 2006. Amended May 19, 2006, effective July 1, 2006; Mar. 8, 2016, eff.
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(a) Each judicial circuit may adopt rules for the conduct of parenting coordination that are consistent with this Rule, which
shall include a clearly delineated process to develop specialized parenting coordination protocols, screening, procedures, and
training in cases involving intimate partner violence.

(b) “Parenting coordination” is a child-focused alternative dispute resolution process conducted by a licensed mental health or
family law professional, which combines assessment, education, case management, conflict management, dispute resolution,
and decision-making functions. Parenting coordination is for coparents who are unable or unwilling to cooperate in making
parenting decisions, communicate effectively with regard to issues involving their children, implement and comply with
parenting agreements and orders, or shield their children from the impact of parental conflict. The purpose of parenting
coordination is to protect and sustain safe, healthy, and meaningful parent-child relationships. The parenting coordinator assists
coparents engaged in high-conflict coparenting by:

(1) assisting coparents with clarifying, implementing, and complying with their parenting plan orders;

(2) helping coparents reduce misunderstandings, clarify priorities, explore possibilities for compromise, and develop methods
of collaboration in parenting their children;

(3) educating coparents about their children's needs in order to make timely and appropriate decisions in a manner consistent
with the children's developmental and psychological needs; and

(4) timely resolving conflicts that may arise concerning parenting plans in order to reduce the amount of damaging conflict
between coparents to which children are exposed and diminish a pattern of unnecessary relitigation about child-related issues.

A “parenting coordinator” is defined as the person appointed by the court to perform the duties of parenting coordination as
set forth in this Rule.

(c) Basis for Appointment of a Parenting Coordinator. Following the entry of a parenting plan, or prior to entry if approved
by a court, after considering any allegations or evidence of intimate partner violence where one coparent has exhibited or
continues to exhibit patterns of violence threat, intimidation, and coercive control over a coparent, a parenting coordinator may
be appointed by the court when deemed in the best interest of the child(ren) due to any of the following:
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(1) The coparents have failed to adequately cooperate and communicate about issues involving their children;

(2) The coparents have been unable to implement the existing parenting plan or parenting schedule;

(3) Mediation has not been successful or has been determined by the court to be inappropriate;

(4) The agreement of the coparents; and

(5) For such other reason as the court deems appropriate that does not exceed the authority under this Rule.

(d) The coparents shall comply with the recommendation(s) made by the parenting coordinator until and unless the court, after
a hearing on the motion and any responses thereto, rules that the recommendations(s) at issue are either:

(1) in contravention of the child(ren)'s best interests; or

(2) outside the scope of the authority granted to the parenting coordinator under this Rule, the applicable local circuit court
rule(s), or the court order appointing the parenting coordinator.

(e) Duties of a Parenting Coordinator. A parenting coordinator facilitates the resolution of conflict among coparents regarding
an existing parenting plan in a marital dissolution, parentage, or postjudgment case to:

(1) monitor parental behaviors, including their compliance or lack thereof, with orders entered in their case by the court;

(2) mediate, and make recommendations with respect to, disputes between the coparents upon request of a coparent or court
order;

(3) make recommendations to the coparents for outside resources as needed and/or guidelines or rules for communication
between the coparents;

(4) document allegations of noncompliance for the court; and

(5) make recommendations to the court upon proper notice and petition.

(f) A parenting coordinator is authorized to make specific recommendations regarding the existing parenting plan including,
but not limited to:

(1) the time, place, and manner for the pickup or drop-off of the child(ren) in relation to the coparents' designated parenting
time or nonparent visitation;
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(2) disputes regarding the extent and nature of the child(ren)'s participation in existing educational and extracurricular activities,
including payment of expenses;

(3) minor alterations of parenting time or nonparent visitation to accommodate changes in schedule or availability of the child
or a coparent, including make-up time if permitted by prior court order;

(4) holiday scheduling;

(5) discipline and problematic behavior issues;

(6) health and personal care issues; and

(7) any other specific issues assigned to the parenting coordinator by the court or agreed by the coparents that does not exceed
the authority under this Rule.

(g) Limitation on Parenting Coordination. A parenting coordinator shall not make recommendations as to:

(1) allocation of parental responsibilities for decision making;

(2) initial allocation of parental responsibilities for parenting time and any allocation of parenting time beside minor alternations
described in paragraph (e);

(3) relocation;

(4) establishing visitation by a nonparent; or

(5) child support, spousal maintenance, or the allocation of property or debt of the marriage.

(h) The parenting coordinator shall provide his or her recommendations in writing to the coparents within 14 days of the receipt
of all information necessary to make a recommendation. The coparents may submit the recommendations to the court for entry
as an agreed order.

(i) A parenting coordinator is prohibited from serving as a court's professional evaluator pursuant to section 604.10 of the Illinois
Marriage and Dissolution of Marriage Act (750 ILCS 5/604.10(b)-(c)) in any proceeding involving one or more coparents for
whom the parenting coordinator has provided parenting coordination services. A previously appointed professional evaluator
may be appointed a parenting coordinator in the same case only by agreement of the coparents and approval of the court.
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(j) The coparents shall pay the parenting coordinator fees as ordered by the court upon consideration of the financial resources
of the coparents or agreed upon in writing by the coparents and the parenting coordinator.

(k) The coparents shall comply with the recommendation(s) made by the parenting coordinator until and unless the court, after
a hearing on the motion and any responses thereto, rules that the recommendations(s) at issue are either:

(1) in contravention of the child(ren)'s best interests; or

(2) outside the scope of the authority granted to the parenting coordinator under this Rule, the applicable local circuit court
rule(s), or the court order appointing the parenting coordinator.

(1) Review by the Court. A coparent may file a motion in the circuit court for review of any recommendation(s) made by the
parenting coordinator, and the circuit court shall review the recommendation(s) at issue under a de novo standard of review. If
a coparent files a motion for review and the court substantially affirms the recommendations of the parenting coordinator, the
court may order the coparent opposing the recommendations to pay both coparents' reasonable attorney fees and costs incurred
in connection with the issue brought before the court pursuant to the Illinois Marriage and Dissolution of Marriage Act and the
[llinois Parentage Act of 2015 (750 ILCS 5/508; 750 ILCS 46/802).

(m) The parenting coordinator shall have access to nonpublic court records involving the coparents, including orders of
protection and civil no contact/stalking orders, if approved by the court.

(n) Communications with the parenting coordinator shall not be confidential, except as provided by another Rule, statute, or
by court order in a case involving the same coparents. No ex parte communication by the parenting coordinator with the court
shall be permitted. A parenting coordinator shall have the same immunity provided to all other professionals appointed under
the Illinois Marriage and Dissolution of Marriage Act (750 ILCS 5/506).

(o) Each circuit judicial circuit's rules pertaining to parenting coordination shall ensure that parenting coordinators are qualified
by education, experience, and training to undertake parenting coordination. It is suggested the minimum requirements include
that each parenting coordinator:

(1) possess a juris doctor or a master's degree in social work, psychology, or counseling or higher, or an equivalent degree in
a related field;

(2) have at least five years of experience in law, mental health, or a related field;

(3) complete an approved course on domestic violence; and

(4) attend at least four hours per year of continuing education programs, which shall address, at a minimum, psychological
issues, the needs of children in cases of family separation, and family dynamics.

The court may waive the requirements in paragraphs (1)-(4) above.
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Rule 909. Parenting Coordinators, IL R S CT Rule 909

Credits
Adopted May 24, 2023, eff. immediately.
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Current with amendments received through April 15, 2025. Some rules may be more current, see credits for details.
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Rule 921. General Provisions, IL R S CT Rule 921

West's Smith-Hurd Illinois Compiled Statutes Annotated
Court Rules
Illinois Supreme Court Rules (Refs & Annos)
Article IX. Child Custody or Allocation of Parental Responsibilities Proceedings
Part B. Allocation of Parental Responsibilities Proceedings Under the Illinois Marriage and Dissolution of
Marriage Act and the Illinois Parentage Act of 1984

ILCS S. Ct. Rule 921
Formerly cited as IL ST S. Ct. Rule 921

Rule 921. General Provisions

Currentness

In addition to the rules in Part A of this article, the rules in this Part B shall apply to allocation of parental responsibilities
proceedings filed under the Illinois Marriage and Dissolution of Marriage Act, and the Illinois Parentage Act of 1984.

Credits
Adopted February 10, 2006, effective July 1, 2006. Amended Mar. 8, 2016, eff. immediately.

LL.C.S. S. Ct. Rule 921, IL R S CT Rule 921
Current with amendments received through April 15, 2025. Some rules may be more current, see credits for details.
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Rule 922. Time Limitations, IL R S CT Rule 922

West's Smith-Hurd Illinois Compiled Statutes Annotated
Court Rules
Illinois Supreme Court Rules (Refs & Annos)
Article IX. Child Custody or Allocation of Parental Responsibilities Proceedings
Part B. Allocation of Parental Responsibilities Proceedings Under the Illinois Marriage and Dissolution of
Marriage Act and the Illinois Parentage Act of 1984

ILCS S. Ct. Rule 922
Formerly cited as IL ST S. Ct. Rule 922

Rule 922. Time Limitations

Currentness

All allocation of parental responsibilities proceedings under this rule in the trial court shall be resolved within 18 months from
the date of service of the petition or complaint to final order. In the event this time limit is not met, the trial court shall make
written findings as to the reason(s) for the delay. The 18-month time limit shall not apply if the parties, including the attorney
representing the child, the guardian ad litem or the child representative, agree in writing and the trial court makes a written
finding that the extension of time is for good cause shown. In the event the parties do not agree, the court may consider whether
an extension of time should be allowed for good cause shown.

Credits
Adopted February 10, 2006, effective July 1, 2006. Amended Mar. 8, 2016, eff. immediately.
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Rule 923. Case Management Conferences, IL R S CT Rule 923

West's Smith-Hurd Illinois Compiled Statutes Annotated
Court Rules
Illinois Supreme Court Rules (Refs & Annos)
Article IX. Child Custody or Allocation of Parental Responsibilities Proceedings
Part B. Allocation of Parental Responsibilities Proceedings Under the Illinois Marriage and Dissolution of
Marriage Act and the Illinois Parentage Act of 1984

ILCS S. Ct. Rule 923
Formerly cited as IL ST S. Ct. Rule 923

Rule 923. Case Management Conferences

Currentness

(a) Initial Conference. In an allocation of parental responsibilities proceeding under this part, an initial case management
conference pursuant to Rule 218 shall be held not later than 90 days after service of the petition or complaint is obtained. In
addition to other matters the court may choose to address, the initial conference shall cover the following issues:

(1) Parenting Education. The parents shall show proof of completion of an approved parenting education program as required
by Rule 924, provide a fixed schedule for compliance, or show cause to excuse compliance;

(2) Allocation of Parental Responsibilities and Parenting Plan. The parents shall provide the court with an agreed order
regarding allocation of parental responsibilities and an agreed parenting plan, if there is an agreement. In the event that the
parents do not agree to a parenting plan, then each parent must submit a proposed parenting plan to the Court within 120
days after service or filing of a petition for allocation of parental responsibilities;

(3) Mediation. If there is no agreement regarding allocation of parental responsibilities or a parenting plan or both, the court
shall schedule the matter for mediation in accordance with Rule 905(b) and shall advise each parent of the responsibilities
imposed upon them by the pertinent local court rules.

(b) A full case management conference shall be held not later than 30 days after mediation has been completed. In addition to
other matters the court may choose to address at the conference, and if the court has not appointed counsel previously, the court
shall address whether to appoint an attorney for the child or a guardian ad litem or a child representative in accordance with
section 506 of the Illinois Marriage and Dissolution of Marriage Act (750 ILCS 5/506).

Credits
Adopted February 10, 2006, effective July 1, 2006. Amended Mar. 8, 2016, eff. immediately.
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Current with amendments received through April 15, 2025. Some rules may be more current, see credits for details.
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Rule 924. Parenting Education Requirement, IL R S CT Rule 924

West's Smith-Hurd Illinois Compiled Statutes Annotated
Court Rules
Illinois Supreme Court Rules (Refs & Annos)
Article IX. Child Custody or Allocation of Parental Responsibilities Proceedings
Part B. Allocation of Parental Responsibilities Proceedings Under the Illinois Marriage and Dissolution of
Marriage Act and the Illinois Parentage Act of 1984

ILCS S. Ct. Rule 924
Formerly cited as IL ST S. Ct. Rule 924

Rule 924. Parenting Education Requirement

Currentness

(a) Program. Each circuit or county shall create or approve a parenting education program consisting of at least four hours
covering the subjects of parenting time and allocation of parental responsibilities and their impact on children.

(b) Mandatory Attendance. Except when excused by the court for good cause shown, all parties shall be required to attend
and complete an approved parenting education program as soon as possible, but not later than 60 days after an initial case
management conference. In the case of a default or lack of jurisdiction over the respondent, only the petitioning party is required
to attend but if the respondent later enters an appearance or participates in post-judgment proceedings, then the party who has
not attended the program shall attend. The court shall not excuse attendance unless the reason is documented in the record and
a finding is made that excusing one or both parents from attendance is in the best interests of the child.

(¢) Sanctions. The court may impose sanctions on any party willfully failing to complete the program.

Credits
Adopted February 10, 2006, effective July 1, 2006. Amended Mar. 8, 2016, eff. immediately.
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Rule 941. General Provisions, IL R S CT Rule 941

West's Smith-Hurd Illinois Compiled Statutes Annotated
Court Rules
Illinois Supreme Court Rules (Refs & Annos)
Article IX. Child Custody or Allocation of Parental Responsibilities Proceedings
Part C. Child Custody Proceedings Under Articles II, IIT and IV of the Juvenile Court Act of 1987

ILCS S. Ct. Rule 941
Formerly cited as IL ST S. Ct. Rule 941

Rule 941. General Provisions

Currentness

In addition to the rules in part A of this article, the rules in this part C shall apply to child custody proceedings filed under
articles 11, III, and IV of the Juvenile Court Act of 1987 and all juvenile delinquency proceedings filed under article V of the
Juvenile Court Act of 1987.

Credits
Adopted February 10, 2006, effective July 1, 2006. Amended Oct. 6, 2016, eff. Nov. 1, 2016.
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Rule 942. Court Family Conferences, IL R S CT Rule 942

West's Smith-Hurd Illinois Compiled Statutes Annotated
Court Rules
Illinois Supreme Court Rules (Refs & Annos)
Article IX. Child Custody or Allocation of Parental Responsibilities Proceedings
Part C. Child Custody Proceedings Under Articles II, IIT and IV of the Juvenile Court Act of 1987

ILCS S. Ct. Rule 942
Formerly cited as IL ST S. Ct. Rule 942

Rule 942. Court Family Conferences

Currentness

(a) Abuse Neglect, and Dependency Cases. In cases under articles I, III, and IV of the Juvenile Court Act of 1987, on motion
of any party or on its own motion, the court may in its discretion hold a Court Family Conference in accordance with this rule.

(b) Initial Conference

(1) Time. At the temporary custody hearing, or as soon thereafter as possible, the court shall set the date and time for an
initial Court Family Conference and state whether parties shall appear in person or remotely, including by telephone or video
conference. The initial Court Family Conference shall be held not less than 56 days after the Temporary Custody Hearing.

(2) Parties. All parties shall appear at the initial Court Family Conference except the minor, who may appear in person or
through a guardian ad litem or his or her attorney. The caseworker assigned to the case must also appear. If no party objects, a
foster parent may participate in the Conference. If any party objects, the court in its discretion may exclude the foster parent
but the foster parent retains the right to be heard by the court before the end of the proceedings. The court may in its discretion
allow other persons interested in the minor to attend the Conference at the request of the child or a parent. The court may
permit any case participant to appear remotely, including by telephone or video conference. The failure of any party (with
the exception of the child or his or her guardian ad litem or attorney) to appear, either in person or remotely, including by
telephone or video conference, shall not prevent the court from proceeding with the Court Family Conference.

(3) Record. 1f all parties are present for the initial Court Family Conference, the court shall conduct the Conference off the
record, and at the conclusion of the Conference summarize the Conference for the record. If the parents are not present, the
Court shall conduct the entire Conference on the record.

(4) Disclosure of Service Plan. The Illinois Department of Children and Family Services or its assigns shall provide the most
recent service plan to all parties seven days before the initial Court Family Conference. In the event that the service plan has
not been filed with the court prior to the initial Court Family Conference, the court shall convene the initial Court Family
Conference and discussion shall focus on services that would appropriately be included in the plan. Such discussion should
ensure that the family and the caseworker have a clear understanding of the expectations of the court.

(5) Issues.
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Rule 942. Court Family Conferences, IL R S CT Rule 942

(A) The discussion at the initial Court Family Conference shall focus on eliminating the causes or conditions that
contributed to the findings of probable cause and, if applicable, the existence of urgent and immediate necessity. If possible,
at the conclusion of the discussion the court shall set a target date for return home or case closure. If the court determines
that setting a target date for return home or case closure is not possible or is premature, the court, during the discussion,
shall make clear to the parties and the caseworker what needs to be accomplished before the court will consider setting
a target return home date.

(B) The discussion at the initial Court Family Conference shall include the services contained in the service plan for the
parents and the child. The needs of the child and visitation plans between the parent and the child and between the child
and any siblings shall also be discussed.

(C) The discussion shall include any other matters that the court, in its discretion, deems relevant.

(6) Other Issues. At the initial Court Family Conference, the court may address case management issues that would be
appropriate for consideration at a subsequent Court Family Conference.

(7) Order: At the conclusion of the initial Court Family Conference, the court shall enter an order approving the service plan
or setting forth any changes the court requires to be made to the service plan.

(c) Subsequent Court Family Conferences. Court Family Conferences may be held after the initial Conference as the court
deems necessary. At a subsequent Court Family Conference, the court has the authority to make orders relating to case
management as is provided for in other civil cases by Rule 218. In the court's discretion, matters considered at the initial
Conference may be reviewed at any subsequent Conference.

(d) Concurrent Hearings. The initial Court Family Conference may be held concurrently with any hearing held within the
required time. Subsequent Court Family Conferences may be held concurrently with any other hearing on the case.

(e) Confidentiality. With the exception of statements that would support new allegations of abuse or neglect, statements made
during an off the record portion of an initial or subsequent Court Family Conference shall be inadmissible in any administrative
or judicial proceeding. If the court refers to any specific statements made by the parents in its summary of the off the record
portion of the Conference or in the order entered following the Conference, upon objection of the parents, such references shall
be stricken.

Credits
Adopted February 10, 2006, effective July 1, 2006. Amended Sept. 29, 2021, eff. Oct. 1, 2021.
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Rule 943. Use of Restraints on a Minor in Delinquency..., IL R S CT Rule 943

West's Smith-Hurd Illinois Compiled Statutes Annotated
Court Rules
Illinois Supreme Court Rules (Refs & Annos)
Article IX. Child Custody or Allocation of Parental Responsibilities Proceedings
Part C. Child Custody Proceedings Under Articles II, IIT and IV of the Juvenile Court Act of 1987

ILCS S. Ct. Rule 943
Rule 943. Use of Restraints on a Minor in Delinquency Proceedings Arising Under the Juvenile Court Act

Currentness

(a) Instruments of restraint shall not be used on a minor during a court proceeding unless the court finds, after a hearing, that
the use of restraints is necessary for one or more of the following reasons:

(1) Instruments of restraint are necessary to prevent physical harm to the minor or another person; or

(2) The minor has a history of disruptive behavior that has placed others in potentially harmful situations or presents a
substantial risk of inflicting physical harm on himself or herself or others as evidenced by recent behavior; or

(3) There is a well-founded belief that the minor presents a substantial risk of flight from the courtroom;

and there are no less restrictive alternatives to restraints that will prevent flight or physical harm to the minor or another person,
including, but not limited to the presence of court personnel, law enforcement officers, or bailiffs.

(b) The court must provide the minor's attorney an opportunity to be heard before the court orders the use of restraints. If
restraints are ordered, the court shall enter an order setting forth its findings of fact.

(¢) Any restraints authorized under this rule must be the least restrictive restraints necessary and must allow the minor limited
movement of the hands to read and handle documents and writings necessary to the hearing. Under no circumstances, should
a minor be restrained to another minor, wall, the floor, or furniture while in the courtroom.

(d) For purposes of this rule:

(1) “Instruments of restraint” and “restraints” are handcuffs, leg shackles, leg irons, belly belts, belly chains, or other restraint
devices used to restrict a minor's free movement of limbs or appendages, including those made of cloth and leather; and

(2) A “minor” is an individual under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court, as provided in Article V of the Illinois Juvenile
Court Act.
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Adopted Oct. 6, 2016, eff. Nov. 1, 2016.
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