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Thomas E. McClure, JD, MS is the Director of Legal Studies, University Pre-Law Advisor, and 

Professor at Illinois State University in Normal, Illinois. He has been a full-time faculty member 

at ISU since 2007. Prior to entering academia. Tom was a judicial law clerk for the Illinois 

Appellate Court and practiced law as a principal at Elliott & McClure, P.C. for 26 years. He 

teaches courses in legal studies and constitutional law. He is the co-author of Fundamentals of 

Criminal Practice for Paralegals. He has written book chapters and journal articles on a wide 

array of legal topics including the First Amendment, the Fourth Amendment, court-connected 

domestic battery diversion, the perception of impartiality of elected judges, an empirical analysis 

of programs applying for ABA approval, and federal preemption of state and local taxation on 

tribal lands. Tom is beginning his third term as the chair of the American Bar Association 

Standing Committee on Paralegals. He also has served a three-year term as the chair of the ABA 

Approval Commission for Paralegal Education Programs. 

 


