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BETWEEN SCYLLA AND CHARYBDIS:   
Navigating Ethical Dilemmas for Lawyers Helping Kids 

 
 
Course Description 
 
Traversing rough waters and avoiding the perils of sea monsters from Greek mythology might 
seem simpler than navigating the ethical pitfalls that can await an Illinois lawyer appointed to 
assist children, and advocate for their best interests, in court.  By drawing upon a variety of 
source materials—including the Illinois Rules of Professional Conduct for attorneys and 
statutory authorities—this scenario-based session will offer attendees some practical ethical 
guidance for situations (real and imagined) confronting lawyers appointed to help kids in court.   
 
Presenter 
 
Scott Kording 
Associate Circuit Judge 
Circuit Court for the Eleventh Judicial Circuit 
 
Conference 
 
McLean County Bar Association Guardian Ad Litem Certification Seminar 
Wednesday, October 22, 2025 
 
Session Length 
 
60 minutes 
 
Presentation Materials 
 
The following printed materials are provided in PDF/digital format. 
 
Illinois Rules of Professional Conduct of 2010 

• Complete Text of Illinois Rules of Professional Conduct of 2010 
• Illinois Rule of Professional Conduct No. 1.1 – Competence 
• Illinois Rule of Professional Conduct No. 1.2 – Scope of Representation and Allocation 

of Authority Between Client and Lawyer 
• Illinois Rule of Professional Conduct No. 1.3 – Diligence 
• Illinois Rule of Professional Conduct No. 1.4 - Communication 
• Illinois Rule of Professional Conduct No. 1.6 – Confidentiality of Information 
• Illinois Rule of Professional Conduct No. 1.7 – Conflict of Interest: Current Client 
• Illinois Rule of Professional Conduct No. 1.14 – Client with Diminished Capacity 
• Illinois Rule of Professional Conduct No. 1.16 – Declining or Terminating Representation 
• Illinois Rule of Professional Conduct No. 2.1 – Advisor 
• Illinois Rule of Professional Conduct No. 2.3 – Evaluation for Use by Third Persons 
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• Illinois Rule of Professional Conduct No. 2.4 – Lawyer Serving as Third-Party Neutral 
• Illinois Rule of Professional Conduct No. 3.1 – Meritorious Claims and Contentions 
• Illinois Rule of Professional Conduct No. 3.2 – Expediting Litigation 
• Illinois Rule of Professional Conduct No. 3.3 – Candor Toward the Tribunal 
• Illinois Rule of Professional Conduct No. 3.4 – Fairness to Opposing Party and Counsel 
• Illinois Rule of Professional Conduct No. 3.5 – Impartiality and Decorum of the Tribunal 
• Illinois Rule of Professional Conduct No. 4.1 – Truthfulness in Statements to Others 
• Illinois Rule of Professional Conduct No. 4.2 – Communication with Person Represented 

by Counsel 
• Illinois Rule of Professional Conduct No. 4.3 – Dealing with Unrepresented Person 
• Illinois Rule of Professional Conduct No. 4.4 – Respect for Rights of Third Persons 
• Illinois Rule of Professional Conduct No. 6.2 – Accepting Appointments 
• Illinois Rule of Professional Conduct No. 8.4 – Misconduct 

 
Illinois Supreme Court Rules for Allocation of Parental Responsibilities Proceedings 

• Complete Text of Article IX of Illinois Supreme Court Rules (Rules 900 to 943) 
• Illinois Supreme Court Rule 904 – Case Management Conferences 
• Illinois Supreme Court Rule 906 – Attorney Qualifications and Education in Child 

Custody, Allocation of Parental Responsibilities, Visitation, and Parenting Time Matters 
• Illinois Supreme Court Rule 907 – Minimum Duties and Responsibilities of Attorneys for 

Minor Children 
• Illinois Supreme Court Rule 908 – Judicial Training on Child Custody and Allocation of 

Parental Responsibilities Issues 
• Illinois Supreme Court Rule 922 – Time Limitations 
• Illinois Supreme Court Rule 923 – Case Management Conferences 

 
Illinois Marriage and Dissolution of Marriage Act 

• Section 105 of IMDMA – Application of Civil Practice Law 
• Section 506 of IMDMA – Representation of Child 
• Part VI of IMDMA – Allocation of Parental Responsibilities 

 
Illinois Parentage Act of 2015 

• Section 613 of IPA – Child as Party; Representation 
• Section 621 of IPA – Binding Effect of Determination of Parentage 

 
Other Materials 

• “Getting Paid as Guardians Ad Litem” – Illinois Bar Journal Article 
 
 
Following the scenario-based session, the instructor will share additional materials, including the 
PowerPoint presentation, in digital format via the GAL Seminar Certification conference’s 
website so that attendees may download and save any desired materials. 


