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• Charles Babbage – 1823
• The Difference Engine
• Computers designed to perform math 
• 99,999,999,999,999,999,999
• Quadrillions

• United States Navy – 1940s WW2 
• Mark I Fire Control Computer
• Target Motion Prediction

It is possible to program a computer to do 
something if we know the exact sequence of 
steps that we need to do in order to achieve 
the goal.
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The Turing Test:
If a human being is 

unable to distinguish 
between a real person 
and a computer system 
in text-based dialogue - 

the system is 
considered intelligent.

Alan Turing
Enigma
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I can finish
your sentences.

I can finish your sentences
and do logical reasoning.
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Competence

Under Rule 1.1 of the Illinois Rules of Professional Conduct, “[a] 
lawyer shall provide competent representation to a client. 
Competent representation requires the legal knowledge, skill, 
thoroughness, and preparation reasonably necessary for the 
representation.” 

Comment 8 to Rule 1.1 states that “…a lawyer should keep 
abreast of changes in the law and its practice, including the 
benefits and risks associated with relevant technology…”

Best practices 

As part of an Illinois lawyer’s competent representation a lawyer 
should personally checking any fact, law, or citation generated by 
artificial intelligence, and to require a lawyer to stay informed of 
changes in artificial intelligence technology prior to its use. 
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Communication

Under Rule 1.4 of the Illinois Rules of Professional Conduct, “[a] 
lawyer shall… reasonably consult with the client about the means by 
which the client’s objectives are to be accomplished…[and]… explain a 
matter to the extent reasonably necessary to permit the client to 
make informed decisions regarding the representation.”

Best Practices

1.Under the existing rule, clients should be made aware that any 
portion of a lawyer’s work product is created by artificial intelligence
and should grant informed consent to the use of generative artificial 
intelligence.

2.Best practices in the application of this rule would require that the 
client’s engagement agreement specifically address the use of 
artificial intelligence.
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Confidentiality
Under Rule 1.6 of the Illinois Rules of Professional Conduct, 
“[a] lawyer shall not reveal information relating to the 
representation of a client…”
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In 2016, the ISBA issued Advisory Opinion 16-06 regarding 
whether the use of Cloud-based storage violated the requirement 
under Rule 1.6 to maintain confidentiality. 

This advisory opinion noted: “Because technology changes so 
rapidly, we decline to provide specific requirements for lawyers 
when choosing and utilizing an outside provider for cloud-based 
services.” 

The advisory opinion then recommended that prior to implementing 
a Cloud-based storage system a lawyer should investigate multiple 
items including: Reviewing safeguards that should be employed; 
determining whether the provider has implemented security 
precautions to protect client data from inadvertent disclosures; and 
requiring an agreement to reasonably ensure that the provider will 
abide by the lawyer’s duties of confidentiality and immediately notify 
the lawyer of any breaches or outside requests for client 
information.
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Advisor
Under Rule 2.1 of the Illinois Rules of Professional Conduct 
“…a lawyer shall exercise independent professional 
judgment…”

Best Practices 

A lawyer must not to merely accept the “judgment” of artificial 
intelligence. Rather lawyers must exercise their independent 
professional judgment to ensure their clients’ interests are protected. 
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Law Firm AI Policy Outline

1. The lawyer has personally checked any fact, law, or citation generated by the 
specific AI tool.

2. The client has granted informed consent to use AI and is aware of which
portions of the lawyers work product were produced by artificial intelligence.

3. The client has granted informed consent to the submission of potentially
confidential information to AI.

4. The lawyer has determined that the AI provider has implemented security
precautions to protect client data from inadvertent disclosures and has 
ensured that the provider will abide by the lawyer’s duties of confidentiality
and immediately notify the lawyer of any breaches or outside requests for 
client information.

5. The lawyer has exercised their own independent judgment in all aspects of 
representation.

Artificial Intelligence Committee

https://www.americanbar.org/content/
dam/aba/administrative/center-for-

innovation/ai-task-force/skm-
c360i23100414470.pdf
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https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/
ai-policy-law-firms-drew-vaughn-

af2be
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1. Definition/history of AI
2. How large language models work (finish each

other’s sentences)
3. How reinforcement learning works (now I can

do math)
4. Ethical Implications
5. Law firm policy recommendations
6. What can I do with this?
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(1) Illinois Marriage and Dissolution
of Marriage Act

(2) Illinois Parentage Act
(3) Illinois Domestic Violence Act
(4) Illinois Code of Civil Procedure
(5) Illinois Supreme Court Rules

(6) Illinois Approved Statewide Forms
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Platform

Your clients

Triggering 
Event
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Platforms
Your 

Business 
Name

What you 
do and 
where
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Worried about losing custody? We fight for 

your rights to ensure the best outcome for…
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Drew Vaughn 312-802-2588

Questions? Comments? Hate Mail?
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